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PO)K JECTBEHCKOE 
MNPABETCTBHE 
Samectutean Matpwapwero IK3apxa 
Ipeocssamenuoro Jlocudes, 
Enuckona Hbw Mopxckoro 
B jewb Xpuctosa Pomgectsa, — Bean- 
nv =flewb BocnomMMHaHHH npwwecTBHA Ha 
3emaw, npeaseyHo oT Bora Otua Pompen- 
HOrO M BO BpemeHH pomgawueroca oT Mpe- 
unctoh Jlesn Mapun, Coma Bomna, Pocno- 
aa wawero Wucyca Xpucta, or scero ceps- 
ua npuBeeTrcTByem nactbipeld w nacTBy 
Hauly w BCeX BepHdix vag MpasocaaBHoi 
Pyccuoh Matepu-Uepken 8 pacceanun 
CyujMX HM NpHsbiBaeM BCeX B eAKHOMbICAMK 
Bepbi W B eAnHOAyWwHH AW6BH NOKAOHHTECA 
Cnacutenw Mupa, ceanujemy Ha xepyBumex 

w no4yMBalouleMy B ACHeX. 


“Cnapa B BbIWHHX Bory 4 Ha 3eMAK 
MMp, B YenOBeNeX GraroBoneHHe”, 


Mup, awéoss “ 6aarosonenne, sossemenHoe 
anreaamn nactbipam Budaeemcnum, aa npe- 
6yaeT co BcemMH Bamu. 

+ Cmupennsii JOCKDER 
Enuckon Haw iopresnii, 
Samectureab [larpwapmere IK3apxa 

I. Hew Hopk, 
len» Bonzowenna Coina Boxeero. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
of the Acting Patriarchal Exarch, 


The Most Reverend Dositheus, 
Bishop of New York 


On the day of the Nativity of Christ— 
the great day of the commemoration of ihe 
advent upon earth of the Son of God, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Begotten before eternity 
of God the Father and Born in time of the 
All-immaculate Virgin Mary,—with all our 
hearts we send our regards to the Pastors. 
and to our Flock, and to all the faithful 
children of the Orthodox Russian Mother- 
Church found in dispersion. and we call 
upon all to worship the Saviour of the 
world, Who sits upon the Cherubim and 
reposes in the manger, with like-minded 
faith and unanimity of love. 


“Glory to God on high and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men.” 


May the peace, love and good-will an. 
nounced to the shepherds of Bethlehem by 
the Angels, abide with you all. 


t Humble DOSITHEUS 
Bishop of New York 
Acting Patriarcha! Exarch. 


New York City 
The day of the Incarnation 
of the Son of God. 







APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS 


IN THE EXARCHATE 


By Ukase of the Acting Exarch, 


The Most Rev. Dositheus, Bishop 
of New York: 


1. The Priest Alexander Kobashar is 


appointed Pastor of the St. Mi- 
chael’s Carpatho-Russian church 
in Detroit, Michigan as of 1 
August. 


2. The Pastor of SS. Peter and 


Paul’s church of Lorain, Ohio 
Archpriest George Burdikoff is 
temporarily commandeered to the 
St. Nicholas Cathedral in New 
York as of 3 August. 


3. The Archpriest Savva Kovalchuk, 


temporarily administering the 
St. Michael’s church in Detroit, 
is as of 3 August transferred to 
Lorain, Ohio to administrate 
temporarily the parish of SS. 
Peter and Paul’s church in the 
absence of Archpriest George 
Burdikoff. 


. The Archpriest of St. Nicholas 
Cathedral, The Very Rev. Peter 
Krochta is transferred to the 
St. Andrew’s church in East 
Lansing, Michigan for missionary 
work in the same state, as of 
15 September. 


. Returning from a leave of ab- 
sence granted him in 1956 to 
widen his education and to re- 
ceive an academic degree, the 
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Metropolitan BENJAMIN 
Metropolitan of the Aleutian Islands and North Ame- 
rica and Patriarchal Exarch in the Americas, fell asleep 
in the Lord on 4 October 1961 in the Soviet Union 
at the age of 81. Eternal be his memory. 


5. Bossparnpmniica 43 





OFFICIAL SECTION 





(Fedchenkov), formerly 











HA3HAYEHHS HW MEPEMEUULE- 
HHA MO SK3APXATY. 


Ilo Ykasy Samecrureaa Ox3apxa, IIpe- 
ocpamenHoro§ Jlocudesn, Ennuckona Hbw 
itopreKoro: 


. Caanmennuk Aaexcanap Kobamap ec 1-re 


apryera HasHauen HacToatesem Cea. Mu- 
xaiisosckoit Kapnare-Pycckoit nepKen Pr. 
Jlerpoiit, wrara Muamuroan. 


2. Hacrosteab Ilerpo-Iapaosckoi neprBu Tr. 


Jopaiin, mrara Oxaiio, nporonepeii Teop- 
rai Bypavixos ¢ 3-re aprycta mpanucan 
ppemenno kK Cs. Huxoaaescromy Radez- 
paabuomy Codopy r. Hbw Hopxa. 


3. Bpemenno ucnoanaBuIMi =JoamHOCTR Ha- 


erontean Cs. Muxaiisosckoi wepken Tr. 
Jlerpoiita, nporonepeii Cassa Kosaabuyr, 
c 3 aBrycTa MepeMemeH Jaa oKOpMACHHA 
npuxoxa  Tlerpo-Ilapazosckoi wepkBH fr. 
Jopaitn, mrata Oxaiio Bipexb 20 BosBpa- 
menua B dJopain I[poronepean Teoprua 
Bypabikona. 


. Iporonepeii Cs. Hukoaaescxoro Kader- 


paabuore Coéopa nporonepeit erp Kpox- 
ta c 15-re cenTaépa nepepexen Aaa MuC- 
cHoHepckoH paédoThl B mrare Mumuran B 
Cs. Anxzpeescxyw wepkosb rv. Her-dan- 
cHHr Toro we mTaTa. 


pe ocTaBAeHHOro 
emy B 1956 rogy ornycka Jaa nomoane- 
Hua OOpaz0BaHHa HM Hoayuenna Yuenoii 
Crenenu cpamennuk Jlapuxy Abpamues ¢ 
1 oxra6pa HasHayeH Ha Joamnoct Kaw- 
uapa Cs. Hukosaaescxoro Coéopa r. Hpw 
iiopxa. 




















Priest David Abramtsov is ap- 
pointed to the post of Sacristan 
of the St. Nicholas Cathedral in 
New York as of 1 October. 


6. The Pastor of All Saints church, 
Wolf Run, Ohio, Hegumen Ser- 
gius (Irtel) is, in accord with 
his petition, granted sick leave 
for medical treatment as of 5 
October. 


7. The Priest John Lewart-Levinsky 
is appointed Pastor of All Saints 
church, Wolf Run, Ohio as of 
7 October. 


REUNION OF CLERGY 
FROM SCHISM 


The following clerics who were in 
schism, in the so-called “American 
Metropolitanate,” have returned 
and been re-united with the Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church: 


1. Priest Alexander Kobashar 


2. Priest John Lewart-Levinsky; 
both appointed to parishes. 


The following persons were received 
with their parishes: 


3. Archimandrite Petros Demetrios 
Astyfides 


4. Hierodeacon Necodemos John 


Kalantis 
5. Priest Michael S. Kastanas 
6. Priest George Markos Markou 


7. Hieromonk Eleftherios John Mos- 
chos 


8. Hierodeacon George Petros Gi- 
foros 
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6 Hacroareas uepxeu Beex caareix B Boab 


Pan, wrata Oxaiio, Urymen Ceprnii 
(Hpreab) coraacho mpomienua yBoteH To 
GoxesHM B OTIYCK Jaan aevenna ¢ 5-ro 
ORTAOpA. 


7. Ceamenuux Hoann Jesapr-lesuncnnii ¢ 
7-re HasHadien 
nepkeu Beex Caarux sp Boadb-Pan mrata 
Oxaiio. 


oKTAOpA HacToaTeteM 


BOCCOEJINVHEHMHE TIPEBbI- 
BABLUHX B PACKOVJIE. 


Hs npeésisawmei Bb 
3bIBae MOH 


cxw3™mMe Tak Ha- 
“Amepukanckoit Murponoamu™ 
BO3BpaTHANCh MH Boccoe_uHeHK! co CB. Co- 
OopHolt x 
caelywouue : 


Anoctoabckoi lepkosbw Huxe- 
1. Caamenuux Asexcanyp Roédamap, 


2. Caamenuuk Hoann Jesapr-Jesunckuii; 


o6a HasHaueHbI Ha IIpuxo bl. 
HM KECJIEJLYIOLWHE JIMLIA 
MPUHATbI C MPUXOJAMH: 


. Apxumanazpat [erp Acruduguc, 


. Hepoquakon Huxogum Hi. Kaaanruc, 


co # ce 


. Ceamennuxk Muxana C. Racranac 


>. Caamennuk Teoprait M. Mapry 


. Hepomonax Easesdepnii HA. Mocxoe 


x 


- Hepoguaxon Teopruit P. Tudopoc. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED BY 
BISHOP DOSITHEUS 


NEW YORK, NY 


THE MOST REV ARCHBISHOP DOSITHEUS 
15 EAST 97 ST NYC 
YOUR EMINENCE: 


THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF ST. 
VLADIMIR’S ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY, HAVING MET THIS TWELFTH 
DAY OCTOBER 1961, IN THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, SENDS YOU ITS WARMEST 
GREETINGS. AS YOUR SPIRITUAL CHILD- 
REN WE PLEDGE OUR CONTINUOUS SUP- 
PORT. ASKING YOUR ARCHPASTORAL 
PRAYERS WE JOYFULLY EXCLAIM: 


EIS POLLA ETI DESPOTA. 


REV. GABRIEL M ASHIE PRES 
ST VLADIMIR’S SEMINARY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 








ARTICLES 


FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE FOR 
AMERICAN ORTHODOXY 


This year marks the fiftieth 
year of the sacred ministry in the 
Lord’s vineyard in America for the 
Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Joseph 
Onisimovich Dzvonchik. The life- 
story of Fr. Joseph, whose fifty 
years of priesthood saw _ great 
changes in American Orthodoxy, 
would be of necessity a volume of 
considerable size, for he was ac- 
quainted with and involved per- 
sonally in most of the events which 
the Russian Orthodox Church in 
the U.S. lived through in the last 
half century. Here we wish to give 
merely a few highlights from Fr. 
Joseph’s biography which has yet 
to be written in its entirety. 


Fr. Joseph’s parents were 
Onisim Nikolaevich Dzvonchik 
and Eva Detch who came to this 
country from Kunkova, Galicia % Rev. Archpriest Joseph Dzvonchik 
about 1882 and settled in the Eastern Pennsylvania mining town of 
Mayfield. Some years later his mother found it necessary to re- 
turn to Galicia to settle some matters of estate and Fr. Joseph 
was born on 4 January 1888 while his mother was in the “Old 
Country.” The name of his birth-place is Losia, in Gorlice county, 
in the old Austro-Hungarian province of Galicia. Young Joseph 
returned to America in his mother’s arms. Very svon a tragedy 
was to befall young Joseph when his mother died in childbirth. His 
father later re-married and there are three living step-brothers 
from that second marriage (Victor, Basil, and Anthony). Most of 
the children of his father’s first marriage died in their youth. 

Young Joseph Onisimovich received his elementary and sec- 
ondary education in the Mayfield public and high schools. He 
graduated from the latter in 1904. With his attendance in the public 
schools, young Joseph attended simultaneously the local Russian 
Orthodox church’s parochial school. It was because of his ex- 
cellent studies in the church school that he was selected to pre- 
pare for the sacred priesthood by the Most Rev. Tikhon, Archbishop 
of the Aleutian Islands and North America, ruling prelate of the 
Orthodox Church in America and later to become Patriarch of 
Moscow and All Russia. Joseph Onisimovich was sent to the Or- 
thodox Theological Seminary in Zhitomir, Volynia in South-western 
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Russia in 1904. Later the young seminarian was transferred to 
the newly-opened Orthodox Theological Seminary in Minneapolis, 
Minn. where he completed the course in 1911. The new seminary 
was opened by Archbishop Tikhon in order to train clergymen 
for the Church in America. 


That same year, on 20 July 1911, the young priest-to-be was 
joined in marriage to Elena J. Repich of Cleveland, Ohio. Of the 
four children born to the couple in due course, Joseph and Na- 
dezhda are both married and have families of their own. Their 
son Nicholas died at the age of twenty while their other daughter 
Anna died in infancy. 


Not long after his marriage the new bridegroom was ordained 
to the deaconate on 1 August 1911, St. Seraphim’s day, by Arch- 
bishop Alexander (Nemolovsky) at St. Nicholas Cathedral in New 
York City. Many years later Fr. Joseph was to return to the same 
cathedral as its dean but this was not in his dreams on that memor- 
able day when his life-long friend ordained him a deacon of God’s 
Holy Church. That same day Fr. Deacon Joseph took the quite 
long trip for those days to South Canaan, Pa. where the next morn- 
ing, 2 August, he was ordained to the sacred priesthocd on Prophet 
Elias’ day by Metropolitan Platon (Rozhdestvensky). This took 
place at the St. Tikhon’s Monastery in order that his parents and 
relatives could be present since the Monastery is not far from 
Mayfield where his parents lived. Fr. Joseph was ordained for St. 
George church in Brookside, Alabama where he began his fifty 
years of sacred ministry. Life in Brookside was difficult indeed. 
The parish was made up of miners who lived under the most primi- 
tive conditions and worked long hours with little pay. A hurricane 
practically destroyed the church property during his pastorate and 
the young pastor underwent a “Baptism of fire” in his first parish. 


In 1912 Fr. Joseph was transferred to the parish in Berwick, 
Pa. and this was only the beginning of his moving days for in the 
next seventeen years he held thirteen different pastorates. In 
this time he served twice in two parishes: Mt. Carmel, Pa., and 
Vintondale, Pa. and he organized several parishes such as Bedford, 
Ohio. In the first quarter of this century there were few priests 
who spoke English because the majority of the clergy came from 
Eastern Europe, Russia or Austro-Hungary. Because of this, priests 
like Fr. Joseph who knew English well were at a premium and were 
kept busy by being sent wherever a churchman knowing English 
was needed. 

Soon after his ordination Fr. Joseph came to feel that he 
should pursue further studies if he were to work succe:sfully among 
his people. He took every opportunity to better his education. While 
holding a pastorate at Youngstown, Ohio and at East Youngstown, 
Ohio (now Campbell, Ohio) Fr. Joseph took up the study of law at 
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the Youngstown University. Later, at Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, he studied the social sciences. Unfortunately, Fr. Joseph 
did not have the opportunity to complete either of these courses be- 
cause he often was rushed to a parish where there was some sort of 
trouble, sometimes internal dissension and sometimes court litiga- 
tion. Despite his hunger for more learning, it did not, however, enter 
Fr. Joseph’s mind to enter any other profession, even though he bare- 
ly eked out a living as an Orthodox priest. His intention was to gain 
some specialized knowledge which would help him in his ecclesias- 
tical work and be of help to his parishioners, especially in matters 
of litigation. As he gained some experience, Fr. Joseph was sent 
from parish to parish, chiefly because the parishes were in some 
sort of difficulty. 





That Fr. Joseph was considered a valuable priest by his 
bishops can readily be judged from the fact he was appointed and 
elected to positions of considerable responsibility in the Church. 
In 1933 Metropolitan Platon appointed him a member of the Metro- 
politan Council. After this he was elected to the same Council 
membership by every “All American” Church Sobor until 1948. 
He held the post of Secretary of the Metropolitan Council from 1937 
until 1948. At the same time Fr. Joseph held the office of National 
Spiritual Advisor of the Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs for 
three terms during World War II. He collected funds through the 
FROC to help equip the first Orthodox chaplains in the armed 
forces, starting with Fr. Kivko, Fr. Borichevsky, and Fr. Kovach. 


When the second All-Russian Orthodox Church Sobor 
(Council) to be called in this century was announced for the early 
part of 1945 in Moscow, Fr. Joseph was appointed in January 1945 
to represent, along with Bishop Alexis (Panteleev), formerly of 
Alaska, the Russian Orthodox Metropolitanate in America. The trip 
undertaken by Fr. Joseph and Bishop Alexis was reported and 
written up in a copyrighted article in The Russian Orthodox Journal. 
The article went into considerable detail and recorded all the 
conversations of the American delegates with members of the 
Sacred Synod headed by His Holiness, Patriarch Alexis, the newly- 
elected head of the Russian Orthodox Church. These discussions 
centered about the subject of autonomy for the Russian Orthodox 
daughter Church in America. Fr. Joseph had received the autho- 
rity from the FROC to represent the Orthodox youth of America 
at the Russian Regional Council. His articles in the FROC Journal 
appeared in the June through December issues of 1945 and the 
January issue of 1946. 





Immediately upon returning to the U.S. Fr. Joseph and 
Bishop Alexis gave a report of their trip to the All-Russian Sobor 
to the bishops of the Metropolitanate headed by Metropolitan 
Theophilus (Pashkovsky) in San Francisco, Calif. Both American 
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delegates went on record with their personal recomendations to ac- 
cept the Patriarchal Ukase, which they brought with them, with 
certain minor changes. Again both delegates made a report to 
the Metropolitan Council and, finally, Fr. Joseph gave a full 
report to the “All-American” Russian Orthodox Church Sobor of 
the Metropolitanate held in Cleveland, Ohio in 1946. Here by a 
vote of 186 to 68 it was decided by the delegates to recognize the 
Patriarch as the spiritual head of the Church. Unfortunately, the 
Bishops Council held after the Sobor decided not to heed the will 
of the majority, nor that of the parishes. They chose instead to 
let the Metropolitanate remain a completely self-governing, in- 
dependent group and not to recognize the Patriarch as the spiritual 
head of their Church. 


Following such action, Bishop Alexis decided to return to 
the Russian Orthodox Church and he accepted an appointment to 
administer the eparchy of Omsk where he was elevated to the 
rank of archbishop and died in 1948. Fr. Joseph, teo, after having 
gone to Russia and worshipped in its holy churches and visited its 
sacred shrines could not find any valid ground for separation from 
the Mother Church. He wished to remain in the bosom of the 
Mother which bore, nursed, and nourished its American daughter; 
which had furnished the daughter Church with some of its best 
clergy who became outstanding leaders here and even, later, in 
Russia after returning from their missionary term of service in 
America. Fr. Joseph had never felt that he had left the Mother 
Church but had always considered himself a part of the Church 
of Russia. But now he came to discover that, in fact, the Metro- 
politanate was something apart from the Russian Church. In 
March, 1948 Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik was formally received into 
the American Exarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church by Arch- 
bishop Macarius (Ilinsky) and soon appointed dean of the same 
St. Nicholas Cathedral in which he had received the deaconate. He 
was also appointed secretary of the Exarchal Council and Chancel- 
lor of the Exarchate. 


In July 1948 Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik attended the 500th 
anniversary celebrations of the autocephality of the Church of Rus- 
sia which were held in Moscow. He accompanied Archbishop 
Macarius by invitation of the Moscow Patriarchate. In the Rus- 
sian capital he took part in sessions of the Conference of Heads and 
Representatives of the Autocephalous Orthodox Churches present 
at the celebrations which commemorated this most important his- 
toric event in the life of the Russian Orthodex Church. After the 
celebrations were concluded Fr. Joseph travelled to Kiev to visit 
churches there. Again in December 1955 Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik 
was vouchsafed the opportunity to visit the holy places of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church. In the company of several other clergy- 
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men of the American Exarchate he spent three weeks visiting 
churches in Moscow, Kiev, Lvov, Leningrad and other cities and 
towns. At this time he was able to investigate and study monastery 
and conventual life and talk to churchmen from various parts of 
the Soviet Union. 


Fr. Dzvonchik was dean of St. Nicholas Cathedral from 
1948 until 1955 but was attached to the Cathedral and participated 
in the services there as long as his health permitted until 1958. 
In 1959 he was invited by Archbishop Alexander (Nemolovsky) to 
come to Brussels, Belgium to assist him in his parish work and to 
help in the administration of the home for the aged in his charge. The 
appointment to be the aged Archbishop Alexander’s assistant came 
directly from the Patriarchate so that Fr. Joseph was officially 
attached to the St. Nicholas Church in Brussels (29 rue des Cheva- 
lier). He remained at this post for six months while trying to ar- 
range, meanwhile, a permanent assistant to the aging Archbishop 
who was later elevated by the Most Holy Patriarch Alexis to the 
status of Metropolitan shortly before his death. Fr. Cornelius 
Fristed, who had but lately arrived in France from Finland, was 
appointed to succeed Fr. Joseph in Brussels. Fr. Dzvonchik was 
unable to remain any longer in Belgium for reasons of health and 
after returning to the United States he underwent a serious ope- 
ration. After recovering from his illness Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik 
was again called back to active duty and appointed, in June 1960, 
‘pastor of the SS. Peter and Paul Church in Elizabeth, N. J. by 
Metropolitan Boris (Vyk), the Patriarchal Exarch in the Americas. 


w 


During the second World War Fr. Dzvonchik compiled a 
prayer book for the Orthodox Catholic men and women in the 
armed forces and distributed 22,000 of them in varius parts of the 
world. The booklet was printed in both English and Russian paral- 
lel texts. Fr. Joseph also published the last, enlarged, edition of a 
prayer book of the Russian Orthodox Clergy Alumni Association 
containing the Divine Liturgy, Vespers, Parastasis, and other pray- 
ers. 


w 


Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik, who was listed in Who’s Who in 
1947 and several years thereafter, received numerous honors and 
distinctions in his spiritually rich lifetime of sacred ministry. 
While pastor of the church in Charleroi, Pa. he was dean of the 
clergy of the Pittsburgh district and was later dean of Central 
Pennsylvania while pastor of the parish in Vintondale, Pa. He was 
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dean of St. Nicholas Cathedral in New York City. He was elected 
general secretary of two “All-American” Sobors of the Metropo- 
litanate. 


Fourteen years after his ordination to the priesthood Fr. 
Joseph was raised to the rank of archpriest by Metropolitan Platon. 
This was in July 1925 while he was pastor of the Vintondale 
church but the elevation took place in St. Nicholas Cathedral in 
New York. He was awarded the right to wear the mitre by Pat- 
riarch Alexis in January 1952 during the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the building of the St. Nicholas Cathedral. In 1960 
His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and all Rus bestowed upon 
him the citation of the Order of St. Vladimir (First Class) with 
the right to wear the medallion. Also the same year the Patriarch 
bestowed upon Fr. Joseph the special Patriarchal Cross with the 
citation giving him the right to wear it. The bestowal of these 
various awards and dignities upon the Rt. Rev. Fr. Joseph O. 
Dzvonchik show clearly that he and his labors were highly 
esteemed by the Church authorities. 


Ww 


The following is a list of the parishes which were served by 
Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik: 


1911—1912 Brookside, Ala. 1921—1922 Jersey City, N. J. 
1912—1914 Berwick, Pa. 1925—1926 Vintondale, Pa. 
1914—1916 Mt. Carmel, Pa. (Twice) (for second time) 
1915—1916 Youngstown, Ohio. 1926—1929 Warren, Ohio. 
ny ro ah gay 1929—1939 Stamford, Conn. 
1919 Buckner, Illinois. 1939—1948 Whitestone, L.I., N. Y. 
1920— Vintondale, Pa. 1948—1959 New York City 
1921—1925 East Youngstown, Ohio (Cathedral) 

(now Campbell, Ohio) 1959—1960 Brussels, Belgium 
1921— New York City (7th St.) 1960— Elizabeth, N. J. 


It is the earnest hope of all who love and respect the Rt. 
Rev. Fr. Joseph O. Dzvonchik that the Lord, who has been his guide 
and protector through his fifty years of service in His vineyard, 
will vouchsafe His faithful servant many years of fruitful labors. 


D. F. A. 
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A VISIT TO THE CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE 


One day while looking over my mail, a letter from the 
publicity chairman, Mrs. Michael J. Vovos, attracted my attention. 
It was an invitation to attend the 8th Annual Eastern Orthodox 
Catechetical Conference, which was to be held from 17 July to 
21 July (1961), on the campus of Michigan State University in 
East Lansing, Michigan. “It is open to everyone—Orthodox priests 
and laymen—who wish to learn more about our Faith.” 


This invitation appealed to me very much as I heard much 
about the work of the Conference. 


Some years back when I travelled the United States with 
the Exarch, Metropolitan Germogen, we stopped off at East Lansing 
to visit the University where Father Photius Donahue was teaching. 
The Metropolitan met Father Photius and some members of the 
Orthodox Catholic group of students which he had _ organized. 
Since it was the summer season and not many of the students were 
present, those that were there were assembled in a class room where 
the Metropolitan spoke to them. Most of the students did not speak 
Russian so I acted as translator for the Metropolitan. The students 
showed a keen interest in what the Metropolitan had to say about 
Orthodoxy following which they were informed that he had just 
recently arrived from Russia and, a lively discussion of The Church 
took place. A great many questions were asked by the students 
and one could not help but detect a genuine thirst for a keener 
knowledge of Orthodoxy. The Metropolitan was highly impressed 
with the work of Father Photius. 


The fact that Father Photius Donahue had shown a great 
interest in organizing Orthodox students, and also the Orthodox 
Conference on a non-jurisdictional basis, appealed to Metropolitan 
Germogen very much. He also expressed a wish that the clergy 
of our Exarchate (Archdiocese) assist Father Photius and the others 
interested in this project. This event took place in 1954—the very 
beginning of the Annual Catechetical Conferences. 


Since then I had not received any information or invitation 
to attend these conferences, probably for good reasons, the most 
important being illness and a lack of a permanent address. 


When I read the notice of invitation to the 8th Catechetical 
Conference, I made up my mind to attend and see what is now 
being done, how well organized it has come to be, and meet some 
of the leaders participating in this wonderful work! 


From the moment I stepped into Kellogg Center (on the 
rampus of Michigan State University) on Tuesday 18 July, I felt 
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at home because I knew some of the participants, many more knew 
me, and the atmosphere was so charged with the spirit of Ortho- 
doxy that one could almost feel all the zeal for learning simmering 
about in the air. 


I shall regret that I could not have spent more time at the 
Conference because of previous commitments. Also, I could not get 
a substitute priest for my parish. 


Here I witnessed young men and young women literally de- 
vouring information on Orthodoxy. To me they all seemed hungry 
for a better understanding of The Faith. Many came from great 
distances and the composition of the participants embraced va- 
rious age groups. 


I met and spoke to one boy who was 14 years of age. The 
first thing that came to my mind was that this young man is mate- 
rial for a future Orthodox priest in America if only given a little en- 
couragement and a little guidance. 

I saw a young mother, probably abeut 20 years of age, 
who came with a baby in her arms and attended sessions. She 
showed a keen interest in every word that came out of the mouth 
of the lecturer. If the baby showd signs of becoming restless the 
mother was prepared with the pacifying bottle. The mother cer- 
tainly showed great courage, and no doubt, a greater interest in 
the future of Orthodoxy in America. She is a part of the future 
and her child a part of the great future Orthodoxy is to play in 
American life. I, for one, can’t help but rejoice at the sight of such 
devout children taking such an interest in their religion. 


No one showed any backwardness in discussing religion, or 
in asking questions. Note taking and tape recording the lectures 
certainly added to these zealots learning in order that they become 
better informed and be ready to stand with anybody in explaining 
and defending Orthodoxy, be it at work, in school, or in the street. 


As I observed the lecturers, only Father Archpriest Vladimir 
Lilikovich’s head was covered with grey hair, but he is a young 
man in spirit. The other lecturers were from the younger clergy 
and I felt proud of them for the constructive work which they are 
doing. In two days it was impossible to sit in at all the lectures, 
but I did hear Father Vladimir Lilikovich’s lecture on “The Precepts 
of the Orthodox Catholic Church,” Father Feodor Kovalchuk’s on 
“Orthodoxy, Theology of the Ten Commandments,” Father David 
Abramtsov’s on the “Resurrection of the Body” and “The Orthodox 
Teaching on how to keep Sundays, Holy Days, and Fast Seasons,” 
Father Vladimir Borichevsky’s leading the evening prayer and me- 
ditation, Father Photius Donahue’s lecture on the “Sacrament of 
Penance,” and, I visited the display room of Orthodox publications 
under the direction of Father George Gladky. I not only enjoyed 
all the lectures, but I also learned much. 
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The evening service and meditation impressed me very much. 
Because of lack of time I met some of the other lecturers but could 
not attend their lectures. Among them were Mrs. Sophie Koulomzin, 
Father Igor Soroka, and many of the visiting clergy. There cer- 
tainly was much more to be seen and heard at this gathering of 
Orthodox Catechists—the term ‘Sunday School’ or Sunday School 
teachers is considered alien to Orthodoxy and is not used at the 
Conference. I left Kellogg Center highly pleased and certainly with 
high praises for all who worked and planned this Conference, all 
who had participated in explaining Orthodoxy in the role of lecturers, 
and those who came to get more information for a better under- 
standing of The Holy Church.. 


I feel that the facilities of Michigan State University for 
such a conference are the best and this, no doubt, has definite 
bearing on the success of the conference. The surroundings are 
very attractive and inviting. All those who put time and effort in 
organizing this conference deserve much credit and one can’t help 
but admire their courage and wish them success in the future. 


The attendance at this Conference was the largest of all the 
conferences as 246 registered catechists participated. There were 
also some observers. 

As a priest I was pleased with the fact that each day the 
Conference begins with Divine Liturgy at 7:30 a.m. and each day 
closes with Prayers and meditation. 


On Wednesday of the Conference, the local Orthodox Catholic 
parish church, St. Andrew’s, was overflowing during Divine Litur- 
gy. The choir responses were very good. Catechists themselves 
form the choir and rehearsals are very limited. On this day I was 
asked to be celebrant of the Divine Liturgy and I was assisted by 
Mitred Archpriest Feodor Kovalchuk, the Pastor Archpriest Photius 
Donahue, Archpriest Sawa Kovalchuk (St. Michael’s, Detroit, Mich- 
igan), and Priest David Abramtsov. Following the Liturgy, which 
was sung entirely in English, a Parastasis was celebrated for the 
late Mitred Archpriest John Lampart, the Conference Chaplain 
since the inception of these Catechetical Conferences, who passed 
away last December. Some of the participants made their confes- 
sions and received Holy Communion during Divine Liturgy. This 
was touching and prophetic. 

In my opinion our Exarchate should assist in this project 
wholeheartedly. 


Most of the credit for the organization of the annual con- 
ferences and their success goes to Father Photius Donahue’s or- 
ganizational ability. The untiring assistance of Matushka Donahue 
should not be underestimated in such a large undertaking. I un- 
derstand also that Father Lilikovich has been an untiring worker 
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and a reliable helper in every phase of making this work a success. 
He is also President of the Conference. The University honored 
him at this Conference with an honorary professorship. 


None are rewarded in dollars and cents, but the reward 
comes with the realization that not only preserving Orthodoxy in 
America is a reward in itself, but bringing to the fore more inform- 
ed and enlightened Orthodox to succeed us is a sacred duty. 

On a personal note: I also want to thank all those who parti- 
cipated in the Conference in any way for the reception you had 
given Matushka and myself on our 50th wedding anniversary. 
God bless you all with good health and future successful con- 
ferences. 


Rt. Rev. Joseph Dzvonchik 
(Elizabeth, N. J.) 


THIRTY -THREE DAYS 1 RUSSHA 


DORMITION FEAST IN ZAGORSK 


Without a doubt all the members of our group would liked 
to have stayed on longer in Odessa, but we were looking forward 
also to our pilgrimage to the citadel of spirituality in the Laura 
of Sergius in Zagorsk. We wanted to be there for the Feast of 
Holy Dormition. 

Very early Sunday morning, the Feast of the Holy Dormi- 
tion, we drove the 70 kilometers to Zagorsk from Moscow. On 
the way we passed Pushkino, and saw people streaming to church, 
Novaja Derevnja, and women were carrying herbs to be blessed 
in the small village church. In the open bell-tower on top of this 
church, we noticed the sexton ringing the bells. As we drove fur- 
ther on the Moscow-Zagorsk road we passed through and saw the 
village of Bratovschina where the large white church edifice glist- 
ened in the rising sunlight, the village of Rakhmanovo where the 
big red brick church stands as a sentinel in the bend of the high- 
way, and, finally a few other churches toward which the faithful 
were hurrying to make their offering of love and devotion. Upon 
arriving in the famed Troitse-Sergieva Laura, we were immediately 
assigned to spacious, comfortable guest rooms in order to freshen 
up, and since we were not only guests but priests of the same 
Church, we were given assignments to participate in the Pontifi- 
cal Liturgies in the catholicons of the Laura. 
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By established tradition, His Holiness the Patriarch celebrates 
the late Liturgy in the Holy Trinity Catholicon which contains the 
blessed relics of Saint Sergius, the founder of this enormous shrine. 
Father Archpriests Joseph Havriliak and John Margitich were as- 
signed to the Holy Trinity Catholicon. Father Archpriests John 
Lampart, Wassil Kreshik and this writer were assigned to the Holy 
Dormition Catholicon. After vesting, all the clergy of the various 
catholicons and churches lined up at the entrance to the Patriar- 
chal Chambers to await the appearance of His Holiness and other 
prelates of the Church. Shortly before 10:00 o’clock His Holiness 
appeared at the doors flanked by his personal sub-deacons, arch- 
deacons, and heirarchs of the Russian Church. The fully vested 
Patriarch and Sacred Servers of the Holy Altar proceeded in pro- 
cession to the Catholicon of the Holy Trinity to the accompanying 
ringing of bells. The beautiful, semi-autumn, brilliant sunshine cast 
rays of sparkling beauty from the jeweled mitres and sacred 
vestments which were of light blue and gold. The countless num- 
bers of faithful, who had not been fortunate enough to place them- 
selves within the confines of the temples, moved along with the proces- 
sions as each group of clergy left the grand procession to enter 
the Sacred edifices. The Feast of the Holy Dormition of the 
Theotokos is not one of the major feasts of pilgrimage to this 
sacred shrine, as numerous parish churches, catholicons and cathed- 
rals in the land are dedicated to this feast and the faithful custom- 
arily attend their own churches on the temple feast. However, for 
these last liturgies of the day, an estimated crowd of 20,000 faith- 
ful were present. 

Sub-deacons of the monastic brotherhood at the Laura and 
altar-servers composed of seminarians, held back the crowds with- 





ZAGORSK SEMINARY - ACADEMY 
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in the huge Dormition temple to open up a passage for the cele- 
brants in this church. After slowly proceeding to the cathedra, 
Metropolitan Nicholas (of Krutitsy and Kolomna) and Bishop Stephan 
(of Mozhaisk) took their places before the entombed Theotokos 
(epitaphion). Assisting the con-celebrants were Archimandrites 
Peter and Antony, Archpriests W. Kreshik and J. Lampart, Father 
Rodion Krevsky, this writer, the Moscow Archdeacon Sergius Turi- 
koff, and the Laura Hierodeacon Euthymius. A handsome, tall, 
young heiromonk of the Laura acted as ‘“Master-of-ceremonies.” 
During this Pontifical Liturgy, the second year student of the 
Moscow Spiritual Academy, the Father Deacon John Scherban was 
ordained to the Sacred Priesthood by Metropolitan Nicholas. The 
modern “Chrysostom of the Russian Church” Metropolitan Nicholas 
delivered the sermon, which, as is customary today in churches in 
the U.S.S.R., was received with enthusiastic thanks. Following the 
holy Liturgy, the Metropolitan, whose memory for faces and names 
is extraordinary, asked this writer to convey, at the first opportu- 
nity, his best wishes and regards to the leaders of the National 
Council of Churches Dr. Blake, Dr. Fox and others, the names 
of whom it was impossible to remember. 

Vested in ryasons the monastic and secular priests marched 
in twos, in procession from each church and, forming a single pro- 
cession, proceeded to the Refectory for the monastic festive break- 
fast. The meal was served by young monks performing their 
obedience, following the brief service of the Panagia. The young 
Archimandrite Poeman, Namestnik of the Laura, presided with 
dignity and one could detect an orderly administrator of the com- 
munity in his person. Perhaps because this was a major feast day, 
the meal was not eaten in complete silence. After a brief reading 
from the Menaeon concerning the Dormition holyday, there was 
a subdued conversation between the guests and the monastic 
brotherhood. This writer had the privilege of sitting next to 
Archimandrite Poeman and we were able to discuss briefly some 
aspects of life in the Laura and present-day monasticism in the 
U.S.S.R. Also, a keen interest in our ci.urch life in the U.S.A. was 
shown. Although the menu did not include any meat or meat 
products, there was something about the preparation of the monastic 
fare that made the meal most appetizing, and perhaps, because of 
the holy day, very attractive. 

There was time after the repast to visit the Laura compound, 
take photographs, talk with the people milling about, and observe 
that young ladies in groups of twos and threes strolled about the 
paths (an influence of the Seminary-Academy located here?). 
It was here that we discovered that one cannot give away money 
to youngsters as souvenirs. They preferred to have icons, medals 
or crosses as momentoes. The Russian soul we found to be most 
charitable and very hospitable, but, what is more important, highly 
spiritual. 
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To mark the occasion of the 
Feast, an official reception was 
given by His Holiness, Patriarch 
Alexis, in the Patriarchal palace 
at 3:00 P.M. Besides our Ameri- 
can and Canadian delegation, the 
prelates of the Russian Church 
who con-celebrated the Liturgies, 
a few visiting clergy and guests, 
members from the Ministry of 
of Cults, and several workers of 
the Patriarchate were present. 
After tea, His Holiness imparted 
his blessings to us and presented 
ach of us with a miniature ena- 
meled icon, and an album of the 
Laura. At 4:30, we made a tour 
of the Seminary-Academy and 
later were guests of the congenial 
rector of the institution, Arch- 
priest Konstantine Ruzhitsky, for 
tea. Since our last visit in 1955, 
the Seminary-Academy had been 
been greatly expanded, with the 
addition of an auditorium, an en- 
larged religious museum, a larger library, and several other new 
rooms. 





THE RELICS OF ST. SERGIUS 


Returning to Moscow that evening, we had an opportunity 
to be “on our own,” to visit some of the city again. Mr. V. Pogorel- 
sky, parish warden of St. Nicholas Cathedral in New York City, 
arrived from the U.S. Saturday night to join our group for the 
balance of the week’s remaining stay in Russia. 


xg 


After making several visits, such as to the Lenin Hills 
(Sparrow Hills) where the University is located, and the Trinity 
Church overlooking Moscow—here two voung priests, Fathers Ar- 
cadius (Stanko) and Vladimir hold forth, the Republics’ Fair, in 
the afternoon Father Nicholas Petrov and this writer devoted the 
afternoon to a round of visits to some of the Moscovite churches. 
Although there are many interesting sights to see in a foreign city, 
for a churchman a study of parochial plants is always dear, and 
especially if the magnificent and the simple are shrouded in his- 
tory and “filled with prayer.” This writer was also motivated by 
a desire to venerate the many wonder-working icons and relics of 
a glorious Church, living in continuity from the very days of the 
Christianization of the source of our own heritage. 
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We hailed a taxi-cab and proceeded at random to seek out 
temples of God in this vast modern complex of urbanity. A large 
bright yellow-stuccoed church of SS. Peter and Paul “shto na 
Yauzje” is located on Peter-Paul pereulok (Alley). By the marker 
we were able to see that this church was built in 1700 and at one 
time must have been at one of the entrance gates to the city, for 
the inscription mentioned the “Yauzskikh vorot” (Yauza gates). 
The domes were freshly painted in a bright royal blue. The pastor 
of this church is a well known Moscow priest, the Archpriest 
Gregory Rastorguev. 


The churches of the Antiochian Patriarchate’s podvorije 
(priory) are not very large but are unique in their baroque treat- 
ment. The Archangel Gabriel church, also referred to as the Summer 
church was built in 1707 and the St. Theodore Stratigist was built 
about this same time. A large icon of the Holy Theotokos looked 
as if it had recently been placed here and we discovered that it 
is the work of contemporary craftsmen of metals. The icon was 
covered in a new metal “vestment.” Somehow the baroque of the 
18th Century appears out of place in Orthodox temples. St. Gabriel’s 
has an enormous iconostasis going all the way to the dome of the 
cupola, very high up in the relatively small floor area of the edifice. 
Bishop Basil (Samaha), Representative of the Church of Antioch 
to the Moscow Patriarchate, is the pastor of this “embassy” church. 
He was away on an official visit to his Patriarch at the time of 
our trip. Although almost all, if not all, of the parishioners of 
these churches are Russians, some Arabic is used in the services 
as the Moscovites feel a kinship to the tongues of ancient Chris- 
tendom. 


The Church of St. John the Forerunner is located at the 
Second Krestovsky (Cross) pereulok (Alley) at the Riga terminal 
(Rizhskago vokzala). This edifice is very large, surrounded by a 
huge brick wall and within the confines of the church grounds it 
seems to have preserved a sort of provincial appearance amidst a 
changing world. The church is of red brick, built in 1765. A much 
venerated Icon of the Martyr Tryphon occupies a place of honor. 
The iconostasis is magnificent in gold leaf, with excellent icono- 
graphy, as are all the kiots (shrines) in the temple. Another much 
venerated Icon, the Sign (Znameniya) of the Theotokos is also here. 
There are three altars in the church. 


Crossing over a large bridge which reminded one of the 
cemetery section of Long Island City in New York, we turned off 
to the church of the Piatnitsky Cemetery, dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity, located at the entrance of a vast resting place for the dead. 
The cemetery cannot receive new burials and the few remaining 
places are reserved for the relatives of those who made this ground 
hallowed. The main altar of this church is dedicated to the Holy 
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Trinity, there is a copy of Rublev’s Trinity over the entrance to 
the church; the right altar is dedicated to the Great Martyr Paras- 
ceva (hence the name “Piatnitsky”) and the left to St. Sergius. 
Again, the appointments in the church were kept immaculately with 
excellent iconography of the best periods of Russian iconographic 
work. 


In north Moscow an imposing red brick church stands in 
the midst of much greenery. Rising up to the entrance, part of the 
temple is surrounded with a wide, elevated gallery. This is the 
Church of the Tikhvin Theotokos-St. Alexis, to which two feasts 
the main altar is dedicated. The other three altars are dedicated to 
St. Sergius of Radonezh, St. Nicholas, and St. Tryphon the Martyr. 
In the enormous basement of the church, the candle-making plant 
is located as well as the jewelry crafts of ecclesiastical wares. Not 
only is the church impressive, but the orderly settings of all the 
magnificent appointments gave the temple a feeling of vastness. 
A special “nook” in a wall on the right side of the church is 
continually used for saying of parastases. 


In the same general area of north Moscow, near the Botan- 
ical Gardens, the parish church of my host Father Nicholas stands 
near a cemetery. This typical Russian-styled church is dedicated 
to the Nativity of the Theotokos “chto vo Viadykine.” It was built 
in 1860, has five brilliant blue domes on the main part of the 
church, and two small domes, one on the belfry and the other 
over the apse. Father Nicholas wanted to check on the contractors 
who began work that day on the exterior and were about to cover 
the brick with a lettuce-green stucco work. The right altar is de- 
dicated to the Archangel Michael and the left to the Archangel 
Gabriel. The Antimension still in use on the main altar is one given 
by Metropolitan Philaret, the celebrated prelate of Moscow. The 
chalice in the church is a priceless gem given this community by 
Patriarch Nikon. The greatly venerated Icon of the Smolensk 
Theotokos is greatly revered here also. Father Nicholas has a 
young assistant priest, Father Konstantine Sokoloff, as well as a 
deacon. As in all city churches, the Liturgies and Divine Services 
are celebrated daily, with two and more on holy days and Sundays. 


On an intersection of a wide North Moscow boulevard stands 
the Church of “Unexpected Joy” (Nachayanaya Radostj) at Mariina 
Roshcha. The main sanctified object of this fine large temple is 
the Icon of the BVM of the “Unexpected Joy” and the main altar 
is dedicated to this Feast. The right Altar is dedicated to the Feast 
of the Venerable John of Novgorod (Sept. 20 n/s) and the left to 
St. Nicholas. The capacity of the church, which was built in 1905 
and is of red brick, is about 2500. The pastor of the church is an 
elderly Mitred Archpriest Sergius Gorsky who is assisted by several 
young priests. The pastor is thin and frail looking, with a beard 
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like in paintings of the time of Ivan the Terrible, but is a most 
friendly and lovable, venerable old man who literally skips about 
like a youngster. 

In the center of a modern business world, on a clean small 
street which carries two names, No. 20 Aksakova and Phillipovsky 
pereulok, stands a neat, pink, small church of Voskreseniya Slovus- 
chego na Arbatje. The tablet on the exterior wall states that it 
was dedicated in 1688 to the Apostle Phillip. Father Alexander 
Skvortzeff is the pastor. We arrived a few minutes after 6:00 P. M. 
and Vespers were in progress. Forcing our way through the tiny 
vestibule we were able to squeeze into the back of the nave and 
pray with the packed humanity of about 700 to 800 souls. The left 
and right choirs alternately responded during the ektenias sung by 
the bass voiced deacon and every word of the stichoi and stichera 
antiphonally sung could be clearly understood. The Dogmatica 
and Theotokia were also followed by most of the congregation par- 
ticipating in the singing of them. Order, decorum and concen- 
tration upon the Divine Service were exemplary. We stayed about 
an hour in this wonderful oasis of “other worldliness,” participating 
with the faithful in prayer. This turned out to be a sort of serene 
climax to the hectic rushing about of the whole afternoon visiting 
the other parts of the city. We left completely refreshed but with 
a feeling of having torn ourselves away from something permanent 
and eternal. When we came over to our cab, we discovered that our 
driver was absent. A few minutes later he appeared and apologized 
for making us wait. When we suggested that he had had an op- 
portunity to “grab a bite” while waiting for us that long, he 
very humbly stated that he had taken the opportunity to “grab a 
bite” of the spiritual food offered in the same temple we had just 
come from! 


w 


KIEV 

In todays mode of travel, the flower-bedecked city of Kiev 
was just an hour’s flight from Moscow. On Tuesday, 30 August 
(1960) in beautiful sunshine, early in the afternoon, we were 
driving the 35 klms from the new airport of Kiev to the city. It 
was also on this Moscow to Kiev flight that this writer discovered 
an elderly couple vacationing in Russia who had visited Youngs- 
town from their home in Canada a few years before. They were 
traveling “on their own” without the services of Intourist or a 
guide, and had leisurely been visiting Moscow, were now on to 
Kiev and the vilage of their origin. 


The Canadian group had gone on to Leningrad whereas, we 
of the United States group came to Kiev. We were met by the 
Chancellor of the Patriarchal Exarch of the Ukraine, Archpriest 
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Nicholas I. Skoropostizhny, the Inspector of the Kiev Seminary, 
Father Victor Cyrillovich Muratov, a young handsome priest and a 
graduate of the Moscow Spiritual Academy class of °57, and the Met- 
ropolitan’s personal secretary, Leonidas Romanovich Konobritsky. 
For some of us this was a renewal of friendships made in 1955 and 
an opportunity to meet new brothers in Christ. Soon we were at the 
“Intourist Hotel” on Lenin Street and, after a luncheon, drove about 
visiting the city. In the evening we participated in the services in 
the St. Andrew Catholicon, “The Office of the Burial of the Theoto- 
kos” at an elaborated flower-bedecked epitaphion. Once more we 
venerated the holy relics of the Holy Great Martyr Barbara which 
are kept in a huge sarcophagus overshadowed by an ornate bal- 
dachino. The church was packed for these devotions and later we 
were able to stroll around the catholicon along its wide prominade 
and look over the Podol section of the city from this high and ex- 
cellent position on the bluff. There was an opportunity to meet 
and talk with some of the people sitting about, enjoying the even- 
ing air and view. We also visited the Pokrov Convent where there 
were 298 nuns and novices in residence. Matushka Raphaela, the 
Mother Superior, kindly showed us about the large church of the 
convent and served us tea and zakuski. Before leaving the convent, 
we were able to participate for a short time in the evening prayers 
held by the nuns at the small church near the dormitories. The small 
Convent of the Presentation on Nikolsky Street has ceased to func- 
tion and most of the nuns were transferred to this convent. 


The few days we were scheduled to be in Kiev did not give 
us an ample opportunity to see as much as we would have liked 
in the way of spiritual life, however, Leonidas Romanovich co- 
operated with us and awaited us at the break of dawn with an 
automobile so that we could visit some of the churches and see the 
city. Kiev after sunrise on a balmy summer morning is worth 
getting up early for. On Red Army Street is Trinity Church with 
its three altars, a staff of four priests, three precentors, and a 
protodeacon. The corner of a main thoroughfare, in a busy com- 
mercial section of the city, is gracefully beautified by this temple 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity. Beyond this church is a large modern 
stadium. On Stalin street the Mitred Archpriest Michael Verto- 
gradsky is pastor of the Ascension Church and it too, although its 
domes have not been replaced after the past war, is an imposing 
edifice of stone enclosed by a huge churchyard. The other altar 
in this church is dedicated to St. Basil the Great. 


In the Baikovo Cemetery stands a very large church of 
the Ascension built in the style of St. Vladimir’s Cathedral. It was 
too early in the morning for anyone to be around and so we could 
not get inside the church. The cemetery is well kept and on the 
monuments we noticed many prominent names associated with 
the arts who are buried here. On some of the monuments were 
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encased very good icons of the Holy Trinity or the Theotokos. In 
one black marble monument was a vigil lamp burning in a niche 
enclosed by glass and evidently lighted at this early hour by a re- 
lative or friend. Another monument which caught our eye was 
of simple construction. Two icons were placed above each other 
and formed a sort of small church effect with a roof-type covering, 
surmounted by a cross, with the icons covered by an embroidered 
towel, and a burning vigil lamp protected from the elements stand- 
ing in front of them. Of course, there were very large monuments 
and small ones, but the entire city of those sleeping in the Lord 
was immaculately kept. 


We returned to the Pokrov Convent for picture-taking and 
observed the beginning of a day in the life of a convent. We stop- 
ped off at St. Andrew’s*) again and looked about the panorama 
of the lower city and the Dnieper from this height. Looking down 
at the Podol section of the city, we saw a sprinkling of domes of 
churches as well as the white edifices of the convents. In the dis- 
tance the smoke was coming out from the industrial establishments 
and the river curved majestically through this complex of urbanity. 
We also climbed the steep incline to the monument of St. Vladimir 
which overlooks the Dnieper from a high pedestal in a park of 
greenery and flowers. 


We then met some of the others of our group at the Kievo- 
Pecherskaya Laura and went down into the catacombs to venerate 
the relics of the Saints before proceeding to the Holy Cross church 
to participate in the Akathistos and Moleben to the Holy Dormi- 
tion of the Theotokos with Bishop Nestor, vicar of the Metropolitan 
of Kiev and Galicia, and the local clergy. It was stifling in this 
overcrowded church as we joined in prayer and assisted in the 
Office. Following the two-hour services, Bishop Nestor presented 
this writer with the book used in the services: “The Office of 
Moleben to the Dormition of the All-holy Theotokos with the 
Akathistos, celebrated on Wednesdays, before Liturgy, after the 
reading of the Hours, in the Great Church of the Dormition Kievo- 
Pecherskaya Laura.”**) 


Our request to visit the Kievan countryside and a village 
church was fulfilled. The same afternoon we drove to a Kiev 
suburb, Nikolsakaya Slobodka, which is in the throes of huge 
apartment-type development. In the midst of this rising com- 
munity, there stands enclosed by a wooden fence, a large plot of 
sanctified ground in the midst of which stands a “Praver House.” 
A “Prayer House” is a church building but is not constructed in 
any particular, conventual architectural stvle of church construc- 
*) Now closed. 


**) The catacombs as well as the church of the Holy Cross are unfortuna- 
tely now both closed. 
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tion. It is rather, a simple building, with a cross on top to indicate 
its purpose. Started in 1945-46 as a small “mission” chapel, it was 
expanded about two years ago into a building approximately 30 feet 
by 60 feet to accomodate the ever-increasing parish. The young 
pastor of the church, Father Alexis Iposchenko, showed us about 
the properties and readily answered questions about his parish. 
He told us that an average of five marriages are solemnized each 
Sunday and anywhere from between 15 to 20 baptisms. He has 
the services of one person for both the Precentor’s job and the 
Choir director and boasts an excellent choir of 15 voices, some 
volunteers, some paid singers. Father Alexis explained his desires 
and plans for a new church, which when constructed, would be 
built around the present “Prayer House,” and then the present 
structure would be dismantled. He lives in one of the new build- 
ings a few blocks from his church. Because he is the only priest 
in this church, Liturgies and evening services are celebrated only 
on Sundays and all major and minor feast days. 


On the road to the village of Trebykhov we noticed, in the 
town of Brovary, another “Prayer House” off the main road, and 
had our driver turn about and stop. This building had a side entrance 
for it, too, had an addition added, making it, perhaps, larger 
in size than Father Alexis’ church. The pastor, Archpriest Vladi- 
mir Dubnevich, was present and showed us about his edifice. His 
main concern was to install a heating plant for the winter as the 
church did not have heat. The interior of the temple was kept very 
cleanly, and although the iconography was mostly litographed paper 
icons, there also were a few amaterurish oil-painted icons. How- 
ever, the women of the parish had put in a lot of effort in the 
lovely embroidery work of the coverings for the analogions, etc., 
and into the countless ‘scarfs’ which hung around the icons and 
curtains on the windows, giving this building a “homey” feeling 
strictly provincial in effect. The assistant priest here was Father 
Petrenko. Services were celebrated almost daily. There were a 
great number of marriages, baptisms, and everyone in the town 
of 5,000 houses (those we saw from the car all looked very neat 
and pleasant) comes to the church at least for burial of their 
departed. 


After we left the black top highway there was a detour sign 
indicating road construction and, after still another detour, we 
managed to get to the village by way of some sort of “back door” 
entrance through the fields. Since the soil seems to be quite sandy 
here, the ride was not uncomfortable. The village of Trebykhov, 
with 1,300 houses, and an unpaved sandy ‘street’ running through 
it, has a church in the center of the settlement which is fenced 
off neatly and has a fine large churchyard neatly kept. The wood- 
en structure, an imposing sight in a settlement of village houses, 
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measures about 150 feet by 50 feet in the nave, with a cruciform 
section of about equal size on each side. The church was built 
during the years 1909-1911 and the two side iconostases and altars 
were added in the 1920’s. Archpriest Peter Kaidan, the Pastor, 
proudly showed us about the enormous temple, which, he pointed 
out, usually gets fairly well filled on Sundays and major Feast 
days. His Precentor is Nicholas Kaidan and they observe all the 
liturgical services for all major and minor feasts. The church is 
dedicated to the Patronage of the Theotokos (1 Oct.), the right 
chapel to the Holy Trinity and the left (north) to St. Nicholas. We 
noticed several very good icons in the iconostasis, otherwise the 
iconographic work is of the modern period. Electricity and a 
central heating system have not been installed. Evidently the vil- 
lage, which looks rather prosperous, is a religious community. 


Father and Matushka Kaidan insisted we eat something 
and we partook of their melons and others delicious refreshments, 
which were welcomed after a full day of activity. The small 
house in the churchyard is used by Father and Matushka only 
during the days that services are held, since they have a home in 
the town of Brovary. The hour was getting late; we still had a 
long ride back to Kiev. Father Peter put us on the right road. 
We found more detours,—merely a couple of cuts through the 
fields around the construction in the same road. 


In Kiev, the Mother of Russian cities, we visited several 
other churches, mostly in the early morning hours. In one place 
we awakened the pastor who lives next to the church—this was 
his free day which we apologized for disturbing, but he was most 
gracious and insisted we visit awhile and take tea with him. His 
large white brick church of the Patronage of the BVM has three 
altars; the main altar dedicated to the Feast of the Patronage, 
the right one to the Ven. Fr. Platon and the left to the Holy Myrrh- 
bearers. Archpriest Nicholas Burdnukov, Fr. Alexis Polivoda, and 
Fr. Deacon Vladimir Tretyakov make up the clerical staff of this 
church. 

Later we met Father Michael Vyshniakov, the Pastor of 
the Prophet Elias church, and looked at his lovely white edifice. 
There was also a “Prayer House” in the city and, from what we 
were able to determine, it has served so long (approx. 40 years) 
that no plans are under way to tranform it into a regular church. 
Located on a busy street corner in the Podol section of Kiev, the 
doors open from the street to a small room every part of the 
walls of which are covered with icons and before which stand 
candlelabra, giving the passers-by an opportunity to come in to 
pray and meditate. Many, apparently on their way to work, stop 
off, and we observed people going in while waiting for their bus 
to come. It was very early in the morning when we visited here. 
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In the “Prayer House” proper, up a short flight of stairs, Arch- 
priest Nikon Slepenko, the pastor, welcomed us as he came in to 
prepare for the early Liturgy. The main altar is dedicated to St. 
Demetrius of Rostov and a left altar and chapel is called “Tsarje 
Konstantinovsky.” 

A very beautiful light-colored brick church, standing upon 
a hillside, surmounted by five large cupolas, was dedicated to the 
-atronage of the BVM. Two priests, Fathers Michael Didenko and 
Basil Speransky and a deacon make up the clerical staff, together 
with the choirmaster, M. P. Gaidai who can well be proud of his 
daughter Zoya, who is prima donna of the Kiev Opera. We took 
a little time to inspect this large church, and to venerate the great- 
ly revered Theotokian icons of “Unexpected Joy” and “Joy to All 
Sorrowing,” the two main shrines. We learned that the church 
was built in the vears 1902-1906. The left Altar is dedicated to 
St. Nicholas and the right to the Great Martyrs SS. Demetrius of 
Thessalonika and George the Victorious Warrior. We also visited 
St. Sophia’s and St. Vladimir’s Cathedrals and several other points 
of interest. We had an opportunity to promenade on the famous 
“Kreschatik” street both in the daytime and in the evening, ob- 
serving the people, stores—in fact the “supermarkets” are open un- 
til midnight and later. 

We liked Kiev very much and literally squeezed in every 
minute possible to look about the city, talk to the Kievljanje, and 
even spend a few moments in the parks displaying the fabulous 
flower arrangements and at a “flower and fruit fair” where we 
were able to get a small bag of prized apples for ourselves from 
the hospitable displayers. 


LENINGRAD 

The Canadians of our delegation had flown into Kiev, but bad 
weather had prevented their jet aircraft from landing and they 
flew back to Leningrad for lunch. By late afternoon the weather 
cleared and we met them at the airport and took the return flight 
to Leningrad after waiting most of the day for the flight. We ar- 
rived in Leningrad at 8:40 P.M. after leaving Kiev at 7:10. It was 
Thursday, 1 August, 1961. 


We were met at the airport by our friend and Dean of the 
Leningrad Theophany-St. Nicholas Cathedral, Archpriest Alexander 
Medevedsky. He had not grown a day older in the five years since 
our last visit. Also meeting us was the parish Warden of one of 
the city’s catholicons, Michael Vladimirovich Zavadovsky and sever- 
al other workers of the eparchy. We were comfortably establish- 
ed in the hotel “Europa” whose rooms are extremely huge. 

Michael Vladimirovich, acceding to our desires, planned the 
day in Leningrad with utmost efficiency and his instruction to the 
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HOLY TRINITY CATHOLICON, LENINGRAD 


drivers was “puley vozvraschaitesj” (drive like a bullet). At our 
suggestion that we take along sandwiches so as not to tarry and 
waste time stopping for meals or returning to the hotel, he prepared 
grand picnic baskets for the autos. From very early in the morn- 
ing, until late dinner at the Europa, we utilized every moment visit- 
ing points of interest we desired to see. We stopped at “Kulich-Pascha” 
church before the beginning of the early Liturgy. Six priests are 
attached to this quaint, baroque church. We met Archpriest Simeon 
Feodorovich Rozhdestvensky, who was preparing for the Liturgy, 
and he graciously showed us about the temple and permitted this 
writer to photograph him and the interior of the church. The 
Pastor of the parish is Archpriest Theodore Tsebuljkin. 


After a long drive through the enormously widespread 
metropolis we arrived at the suburb of Shuvalovo and visited the 
beautiful white church of St. Alexander Nevsky overlooking a pic- 
turesque lake. The Pastor, Archpriest Vladimir Shamonin and a 
very young priest, Father Valentine, were coming through the 
church yard for the second Liturgy. We chatted with them for a 
few moments, took some pictures, and then enjoyed the view 
and surrounding suburban sights from this high elevation. The 
interior of the temple is kept with loving care, but we could not 
tarry and did not want to disturb the services in progress so we 
did not inspect the church in great detail. 
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In this sprawling city of Leningrad, the former capital of Rus- 
sia, with its numerous canals, rivers, and bridges, one could spend 
a long time and still not tire of it. Despite the fact that the city 
is not one of the oldest in the USSR, some of the most significant 
events in Russian history had place here. While in the city we were 
received in audience by the vicar bishop of the Leningrad-Ladoga 
eparchy, the Most Reverend Alexis in the metropolitical consistory 
at the St. Alexander Nevsky Laura. Also at the Laura we visited 
the restored catholicon of the Holy Trinity and the ‘Necropol,’ the 
cemetery of the Laura, where such famous persons as Tchaikov- 
sky, Dostoevsky and others are interred. Peterhof was seen, with 
a tour of the entire grounds of this grand palace of Peter the Great. 
The Germans demolished this imperial palace, situated some dis- 
tance from Leningrad on the Gulf of Finland, but the gold plate, 
monuments, and other treasures were carefully buried before the 
Nazi invasion and have since been replaced. The palace itself has 
been restored exteriorly but th interior furnishings have not as 
vet been put in. The gold-leafed domes on the chapel at the en- 
trance and the opposite study with its double-headed eagle, the 
terraced water fall, fountains which send up their sprays (waters 
originally piped by gravity from a higher place beyond the small 
town of Peterhof), and the many walks of this huge imperial resi- 
dence, now are all part of an impressive public park. Returning 
to the city, there was less than an hour left before closing at the 
famous Hermitage museum. Michael Vladimirovich located an elder- 
ly lady guide who was able to take us through this fantastically 
great museum in record time and give us a “digest” of sonie of 
the most important treasures here. We were also in the vault 
where items of priceless gems and precious metals are guarded. 

After a late dinner at the Europa, Father Kreshik and_ this 
writer strolled about the area of the hotel and came upon the 
Yale University male chorus, which was touring Russia for about 
two months, giving an impromptu concert in the park. They sang 
Negroe spirituals and American and Russian folk songs, after 
which they conversed with Russians who gathered about. It was 
also here that this writer met some Leningrad University students 
and held a lengthy discussion on science, materialism, and religion, 
which was most edifying. 

Before returning to Moscow the following day, Saturday, 
early in the afternoon, our prompt guide was able to take us to 
the Transfiguration Catholicon, St. Vladimir’s Catholicon, to the 
church of the Smolensk Theotokos and the chapel of Blessed Xenia 
at the Smolensk cemetery on Vasiliev Ostrov in the center of the 
city. It is here that the parents of Metropolitan Nicholas (Jaroshe- 
vich) are buried. St. Isaaic’s was also visited and its interior of 
mosaics and colorful marble make this truly a majestic edifice. 
It is presently preserved by the state as a museum, or rather 
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as a point of interest, since there is nothing in the temple which 
would need removal for the re-establishment of worship. There 
had been talk that this edifice was offered to the Church recently, 
but because of the enormous cost of the continuing repairs, the 
Church authorities hesitated to accept the offer. This church, with 
a capacity of 15,000, is a landmark in the city. We also were given 
a well-planned drive to see as many points of interest as was pos- 
sible in the short time available to us. 

A farewell luncheon at the hotel Europa was given in our 
honor by Bishop Alexis. Several of the city’s pastors were present 
as wellas Mr. A. F. Shishkin, who is quite well known in the United 
States. Bishop Alexis gave a short talk with the theme that it is 
good to be together in person as well as spiritually, thereby strength- 
ening and understanding each other’s problems and goals. As mem- 
bers of the one family in Christ, we are able to speak freely one 
with the other. He invoked God’s blessings upon our work in His 
service and upon our stay in Russia. On behalf of our group, 
Father Joseph Havriliak gave a brief but excellent acknowledgment 
of our gratefulness for their concern on our behalf. 


At 3:30 P.M., 3 September, we were at Sheremetiev airport 
in Moscow. 


The last few days in Moscow were filled with activity. Some 
of us were able to see and hear the Opera, “Ivan Susanin,” at the 
Bolshoi Theatre. At the Patriarchal Holy Theophany Cathedral our 
entire group assisted at the Patriarchal Liturgy with His Holiness, 
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Ephrem, Patriarch-Catholicos of Georgia, con-celebrated by Metro- 
politan Boris and Bishop Nicodemus. Ektenias and ecphonies were 
sung in Slavonic, Greek, Georgian and English. When His Holiness 
Patriarch Ephrem discovered that this writer was from Ohio, 
he sent a personally autographed photograph through him to Father 
Jason Kappanadze of Cleveland, Ohio, the presenting priest at his 
own ordination to the deaconate. He also gave each one of us his 
personally autographed picture. In the afternoon a farewell tea 
was given by His Holiness, Patriarch Alexis, at his priory (podvorije) 
in Peredelkino. A leisurely walk through the gardens of this placid 
haven with Metropolitan Boris, Bishops Nicodemus and Poeman, a 
visit to the resplendent, colorful church and its newly constructed 
baptistry, and, finally, a brief moment in the Patriarch’s personal 
chapel, where His Holiness bestowed awards and gifts, culminated 
the “children’s” visit to their beloved “paterfamilias!” 

In the evening the head of the Department for External Af- 
fairs of the Moscow Patriarchate, Bishop Nicodemus, gave an offi- 
cial reception at the Hotel Sovietskaya for Metropolitan Boris and 
our delegation. Also present were Bishop Poeman, several workers 
of the Odessa eparchy, several priests of the Moscow area, among 
whom were Father and Matushka P. Sokolovsky from Dmitrov, a 
representative from the Church in Japan, the Minister for the Af- 
fairs of the Russian Orthodox Church, Mr. Kuroedoyv and his as- 
sistant, and others from the Patriarchate. Following the reception 
and banquet in one of the ornate private dining halls of the hotel, 
we visited with Metropolitan Boris in his apartment in this hotel 
where both he and Bishop Ncodemus again presented us and our 
families with lovely gifts. Officially our vacation all too soon 
came to an end. 


* 


On Monday, 5 September, we spent most of the day at 
Sheremetiev airport seeing the Canadian group and part of our 
American group off. Father W. Keshik and this writer asked for 
and received an extension of our visas in order to visit with Father 
Paul Sokolovsky and see other parts of Russia. We had an op- 
portunity to visit and spend some time in Dmitrov with Father 
Paul and his lovely family. After being away from home for 


several weeks, it was an uplifting experience to spend a few days with’ 


a gracious family. This writer celebrated an Akathistos and preach- 
ed in the church of the Kazan Theotokos where Fr. Paul is the 
Pastor. The church was built of stone in the 18th Century and 
dedicated to the feast of the Icon of the Kazan Theotokos. The right 
chapel is dedicated in memory of the Beheading of St. John, and 
the left paraecclesia to the feast of the Icon of the Theotokos “Joy 
to all Sorrowing.” The immaculate church has excellent wood 
carved kiots. These were recently executed and are actually museum 
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type pieces of work. The kiots con- 
tain a number of greatly venerat- 
ed icons: the Kazan Theotokos 
encased in silver, the Iveron Theo- 
tokos, the “Axion Estin” (It is 
Truly Meet) Theotokos brought 
from Mount Athos, the Tikhvin 
Theotokos, St. Methodius Pesh- & 
novsky the venerable, disciple of 
St. Sergius of Radonezh (the icon 
is written upon the burial board 
of Ven. St. Methodius), Ven. St. 
Macarius Kaljazin (written in 1802 
by an unknown Dmitrov_ icono- 
grapher) Ven. Maron of Egypt 
(done in the 17th Century), and an 
ancient Golgotha. The capacity of 
the church is about 1000. 





Country Church, Moscow-Dmitrov Road 


Father Paul has two assistant priests—both Academy gra- 
duates—a deacon, two precentors (psaltes) and three choirs. The 
rectory next to the church was built in the vears 1953-56 and is 
divided into three apartments for the priests and their families. 
Since there is also parish calling to be done, the congregation pur- 
chased a parish car and there is a full time chauffer. Daily services 
are the rule, with two liturgies on feast days and Sundays. There 
is also another church in the city, the church of the Presentation 
of the Theotokos. 


Deciding to visit the south of the U.S.S.R. we took a 37 hour 
train trip to Sochi with the Referent of the Patriarchate, V. S. Alek- 
seev, in a very comfortable compartment. In Sochi on the Black 
Sea we stayed at the best hotel, the “Primorskaya,” overlooking the 
water and just a couple minutes walk to the church of St. Michael 
the Archangel where the meticulous Archpriest Gabriel Makushkin 
is Pastor. We were the first Americans, for that matter the first 
foreigners, to have con-celebrated Liturgy in his church. The over- 
crowded church was most receptive to our sermon and had not 
Father Gabriel stepped in, the congregation might have turned their 
offering of thanks into a “revival meeting.” After the customary 
“thank you,” and “God bless you, Father,” they also exclaimed: 
“Give our regards to President Eisenhower;” “Tell Gen. Eisen- 
hower we want peace,” etc. Although Father Gabriel has but one 
assistant, Father Basil Morozov and a deacon, Father Nicholas 
Kondratiev, he is usually assisted by one or two vacationing priests, 
since this is a resort city, no less famous than Miami. Father Gabriel 
was a perfect host, even though he was hosting also an official 
visitor at the same time, Prof. Hannes de Graaf and his wife from 
the Netherlands. The latter is professor of moral theology at the 
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ST. MICHAEL CHURCH, SOCHI 


Theological Faculty of Utrecht University. 


While in Sochi we traveled to the Mount Achun, where on 
a clear day one may see across the Black Sea to Turkey. We also 
visited Lake Ritsa high in the mountains of Georgia and traveled 
along the winding roads of the “Switzerland of Russia.” 


On the return trip we stopped in Rostov-on-Don, attended 
an early Liturgy at the cathedral and heard one of the best proto- 
deacons in Russia sing the ektenias, strolled about the city, took in 
a football game where the crowds reacted to their favorite team as 
we do here, in fact, an over-exhuberant fan dashed out into the 
field of play after his team lost a goal and was promptly ejected 
from the stadium by a guard. We toured a piano factory and talked 
with some of the workers during their lunch hour and heard an 
impromptu concert in the testing room of the factory. We re- 
visited the cathedral and the eparchal offices where the dean, Arch- 
priest Anatole Pokrovsky, and the Secretary of the eparchy, Fath- 
er Luke Matekhin, graciously showed us around the large edifice 
and the eparchal consistory. They even offered us the loan of their 
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ROSTOV -ON-DON CATHEDRAL 


car for the day but we already had arrangements with Intourist 
to drive out to Novocherkass. 


In Novocherkass we came upon the museum of the Don 
Cossacks and relived some of the exploits of these almost legendary 
heroes. We also visited and prayed in the great Cathedral of the 
Ascension on the main square. This temple is perhaps the largest 
in use in the Soviet Union today, for, whatever the Cossacks did, 
they did it big. The first construction of the cathedral took place 
in 1805 but later crumbled. The second construction was in the 
years 1853-63 and that, too, settled beyond repair. The present 
structure was started in 1893 and completed in 1904. It is in 
neo-Byzantine style, of great proportions—74 meters high inside, 
about 340 feet long and about 300 wide. In the interior, which was 
being re-touched during our visit, there are 201 original icono- 
graphic works by many “All Russian” iconographers, among them 
Vasnetsov, Kazachnikov, Maksimov, and it can be said that the 
entire whole is a fantasy of color, harmonized with much gold. 
The total cost of the cathedral was two million rubles and, taking 
into account the three constructions, it comes to a total of five 
million. The cathedral Warden and his assistant showed us around 
the entire edifice. The floors are now of wood (they were originally 
of marble), but the main iconostasis is of white marble while the 
two side chapels are of simulated marble (the originals were of 
real marble). 

Back in Moscow, we spent the remaining days of our visit 
in great spiritual satisfaction and edification. We received the op- 
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portunity to pray once more at the Patriarchal Cathedral. Here this 
writer had the privilege of wearing, during services, the familiar 
silver mitre which belonged to the late Patriarch Sergius of bles- 
sed memory. We assisted at a pontifical Liturgy con-celebrated by 
Bishops Nicodemus and Arsensius at the church in Mariinoj Rosh- 
chi—it was the day in commemoration of the Venerable St. John 
of Novgorod, to whose memory the right paraecclesia of the church 
was consecrated. We visited Kolomna, Alekseevo—now a park 
and sanatorium, Dmitrov, the offices of the Patriarchate. We were 
able to take in the celebrated Moscow circus. During these days, 
the writer had the thrill of picking up the telephone in Dmitrov 
one evening after dinner, and talking to his family in Youngstown, 
Ohio. 


On the eve of the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 
(20 September 1961), this writer was assigned to be the celebrant 
of the Vigil services at the church of the Dormition in the Novo- 
devichy Convent. The pastor here is Archpriest Nicholas Nikolsky 
and he is assisted by three young priests and a deacon: Archpriest 
Basil Svideniuk, Priests Vadim Grishin and Leonidas Kuzminovy, 
and Deacon Sergius Suzdaltsev. The entire clerical staff is of young 
men. Father Nikolsky also was an instructor at the Moscow Semi- 
nary (presently only part time). During Matins this writer annointed 
about 1,000 of the Faithful who came forward to venerate the icon 
of the feast, while the other priests each annointed about the same 
number of people. It was most interesting to speak with Fr. Vadim 
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ST. DEMETRIUS IN VLADIMIR 


because five years earlier this writer had been present at his ordi- 
nation by Metropolitan Boris. Fr. Vadim had been ordained for 
the Krasnodar eparchy. Now we were able to renew acquaintances. 
After services, conversing with the priests, it was apparent that 
they had broad interests. They even showed interest in our up- 
coming presidential elections. This writer was presented with a 
beautiful icon in memory of the services here at Novodevichy. 
Father W. Kreshik had gone to another church for services. 

The next day, 21 September, the feast of the Nativity of 
the Theotokos, this writer in the company of Father Paul Sokolov- 
sky drove in the latter’s car to the city of Vladimir. [t was 
early morning and we were to participate in the solemn Liturgy 
in that ancient city. The 190 kilometers were covered in good 
time—the road was a four-lane super-highway from Moscow. ‘The 
old Cathedral of the Dormition stands on a prominant elevation 
with a panoramic view of the valley spreading out before it. The 
magnificent edifice was raised up in the years 1158-1163. This 
writer was the celebrant at the late Liturgy and, despite the heavy 
cold, there was a tremendous spiritual feeling inherent in the 
building which caused the holy Sacrifice to be offered with real 
spiritual enthusiasm. 


Archbishop Onesimus who had been on the Vladimir ca- 
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thedra for years, was not present—having taken a few days rest. 
The dean of the cathedral, Archpriest Alexis Gromovy con-cele- 
brated with the writer, as well as with Fr. Paul and the two Proto- 
deacons, James Lomdyshev and Nicholas Martinov. The present 
writer had the distinct privilege of preaching to the packed mass 
of worshipppers, among whom were to be noticed a sprinkling of 
young servicemen. After Liturgy we enjoyed a festal repast at 
the eparchal house. Later we visited the apartments (in another 
part of the city) of the Cathedral’s assistant priests: Igor Spirido- 
nov, Andrew Kamenko, and Arcadius Tyschuk. 

Before leaving Moscow for home we also paid a visit to the 
beautiful church of St. John the Forerunner (loanna Predtechi na 
Presne). This temple, not far from the Hotel Ukraine, was built 
around 1730. The founding of this church was blessed by Patriarch 
Joachim who was visiting Russia. There is a clerical staff of four 
priests, two deacons, and lesser clerics here. The right chapel of 
the church is dedicated to the Divine Wisdom (Agia Sophia), while 
the left paraecclesia is consecrated to the memory of St. John the 
Warrior. 


We left Moscow on 22 September 1960 at 5:15 P.M. after 
some delay caused by irksome customs officials at the Moscow 
airport. On our flight home the airplane stopped in Copenhagen 
and Scotland, and arrived in New York City at 11:00 P.M. 


Besides having participated in the liturgical life of the 
Mother Church and thus bearing home with us memories of that 
participation, we carried home with us other impressions and 
thoughts. Deeply etched in our minds were the thoughts of our 
personal contacts with outstanding leaders of the Church, those 
truly holy men who testified for Christ by their very lives. We 
recalled the moments of serenity enjoyed while we were engrossed 
in the prayer-life of the parish church and monasteries. We con- 
templated the contacts we had with the holy places and shrines 
of pilgrimage, of the contacts with the dwelling-places of count- 
less Saints of Holy Rus. But we walked not merely upon ground 
hallowed of yore but now cast aside, as the foes of Christ would 
have us believe. We traversed the ageless soil of a continually living 
force in Christ. For this and much more, we cannot but be ever 
grateful. 


Mitrophoric Archpriest Feodor S. Kovalchuk 


O 
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OF WESTERN ORTHODOXY 
IN MODERN TIMES 


(Concluded from page 305) 


FOUNDING OF PARISH OF ST. IRENAEUS 


June 1944 marked the opening of a second Western Orthodox parish 
in Paris. This was the church of St. Irenaeus and its pastor was Fr. 
Eugraph Kovalevsky. From its beginning the parish used the Liturgy 
according to the reconstructed Gallican rite. The restoration of the Gal- 
lican Mass leaned in great part on the work of Mr. V. Palashkovsky, but 
Fr. Vladimir Guettee, a French convert of the previous century, also 
had done some work in that direction. Fr. Guettee had published the 
Liturgy of the Gallican Catholic Church in 1875 and had, apparently, 
celebrated that Mass a few times. Later, after 1946 the restored ancient 
Roman Mass, the work of Fr. Alexis van der Mensbrugghe, was used at 
the parish of St. Irenaeus. 


In December, 1944 the Theological Institute of St. Denis was of- 
ficially opened. The Institute, with instruction in French, had several 
purposes: to enlighten the French Orthodox and deepen their knowledge 
of the Faith; to serve the needs of emigrant children who were being 
assimilated into French culture and language; to give information to 
those separated from the Church who were interested in her doctrines 
and life; to prepare students for the priesthood. The initiator of the 
Institute was Fr. Kovalevsky who was assisted by the Confraternity of 
St. Photius and various French Orthodox circles. Two French Orthodox 
who gave the greatest assistance were Dr. Bernie and Mrs. Y. Winnaert. 
The Romanian colony in Paris gave the Institute much support. The 
Institute, in the course of its existence, has published several valuable 
theological and liturgical works. 


1945 — YEAR OF PEACE 


With the conclusion of World War II the Western Orthodox 
parishes were able to resume contacts, broken by the war, with the 
Moscow Patriarchate. In the meanwhile Metropolitan Eleutherius had 
died and the French churches were without any episcopal supervision. 
In August 1945, a delegation of churchmen arrived in Paris and Metro- 
politan Nicholas of Krutitsy, who headed the delegation, ordained several 
Western Orthodox priests and deacons. The Metropolitan also held num- 
erous conferences with the Western Orthodox. The year 1945 was of vital 
importance to the Western Orthodox: all the dissensions which had 
hindered the expansion of Orthodoxy were healed; several priests were 
ordained, and the Theological Institute set on a better footing. Con- 
nected with the parish of the Ascension was an Orthodox Scout Move- 
ment as well as the Mission of St. Paul which brought the benefits of 
the Mass and preaching to Orthodox people scattered in the provinces. 
The Western Orthodox movement became known in various parts of the 
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world and much correspondence was received from interested parties in 
various countries. 


In March 1946, Fr. Joseph Civel a married priest was ordained for 
Western Orthodox work. In that year the parish of St. Irenaeus found 
larger quarters for, with the growth of the parish, the old ones were 
outgrown. It and the Institute of St. Denis moved to a former Old Catholic 
church on Blvd. Auguste Blanqui. In 1946, however, the “Year of Peace” 
came to an end with fresh schisms in the Russian Church in Western 
Europe. The French parishes, however, remained faithful to the Moscow 
Patriarchate. About this time Mr. Arthur Francis Le Pape from the 
English Channel Island of Jersey became Orthodox and joined the 
monastic community of SS. Denis-Seraphim at the Ascension parish. 
After his novitiate, he was professed in 1947 taking the name Timothy. 
Returning to Jersey, Fr. Timothy established a priory affiliated with the 
Parisian community and adopted the latter’s usage for the monastic of- 
fices. He used the Mass of the Missale Romanum with some modifica- 
tions. By this time the Western rite was being celebrated in French, 
English, German, and Italian. 


THE RESTORED ROMAN LITURGY 


A significant event in the history of Western Orthodoxy was the 
first celebration, on Holy Thursday, 1946, at the St. Irenaeus church, of 
the restored Roman Liturgy, the work of Archimandrite Alexis van der 
Mensbrugghe. Born in 1899 of a distinguished Belgian Roman Catholic 
family, after a classical and theological education in various Benedictine 
colleges and Universities and higher studies at the Papal Oriental Insti- 
tute in Rome in the field of Patristics and Liturgics, Fr. Alexis (then 
called Albert) was ordained to the Priesthood by Cardinal Mercier in 
1925. He left a promising, brilliant career in the Roman Church how- 
ever, when his studies led him to embrace Orthodoxy. In April, 1926, he 
was received into the Church by Metropolitan Eulogius. When the Ortho- 
dox Institute of St. Denis was opened in Paris, he was asked to occupy 
the chair of Patristic Theology and Ancient Liturgies, in both of which 
fields he was a scholar. It has been said of him that there was no one 
else who “could hold his own with Gregory Dix” the well-known late 
Anglican liturgist. At the requeest of the Confraternity of St. Photius 
Fr. Alexis worked on the restoration of the ancient Roman Mass as it 
was said before the Great Schism. After considerable research and study 
his La Liturgie Orthodoxe de Rit Occidental was published in 1948. 


Father Alexis was of the belief that the restored Western Mass must 
start with the old Roman Liturgy. The “pure” Roman rite, however, 
existed probably only at its very start and throughout its history assimi- 
lated Byzantinisms from Gaul and Spain. In certain cases, variius Popes 
introduced Byzantinims as an attempt ti get away from the Roman 
rite’s narrow provincialism. Fr. Alexis’ restored Mass departed from the 
contemporary Roman Mass in three points: (1) By removal of medieval 
deformities and stratifications; (2) By re-introduction of ancient Roman 
elements in their proper places; and (3) by the introduction of Gallican 
elements which underscore essential values held in common by the entire 
Christian tradition. He also kept in mind that the restored “Ordo” must 
not be so different that priests of the Byzantine rite would find it im- 
possible to con-celebrate at the Western Liturgy. 
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Some years after the publication of the restored Roman Mass, it 
was subjected to a detailed critical study, published in the Journal of 
the Moscow Patriarchate in 1954, by Professor N. Uspensky of the Lenin- 
grad Theological Academy. Prof. Uspensky, probably the leading liturgist 
in the Soviet Union, took greatest exception to what he called Fr. Alexis’ 
unhistorical approach to the cardinal moments of the Mass, to the as- 
sembliing of a canon with admixtures of ancient, medieval, and other 
elements, with too much of the Archimandrite’s personal tastes showing 
through. He objected, particularly, to the inclusion in the restored Mass 
of two forms of the epiclesis: an ascending Roman type and the typical 
descending Eastern type. Uspensky found this an unnecessary duplica- 
tion and felt that the ascending epiclesis of the Roman canon, found in 
the prayer: “Supplices te rogamus,” quite sufficient. The Orthodox 
Church, said Uspensky, never having accepted the Florentine definition 
of the consecration taking place at the Words of Instititution, has never 
denied the Roman epiclesis. Uspensky’s view is of interest because it 
seems to disagree with the late Patriarch Sergius who, in his Ukase of 
1936, required an epiclesis to be inserted after the Institutionary Words. 
Sergius, on the other hand, did not stipulate an “Eastern” epiclesis and 
his emphasis on after proceeded from the fact that the old Winnaert Mass 
had the epiclesis before the Words of Institution. However, as noticed 
above, it was an “Eastern” type of epiclesis which was added to the Win- 
naert Mass and one, moreover, almost identical to the epiclesis which the 
Holy Synod added to the Overbeck Mass of 1870. The restored Roman 
Mass was also celebrated at the Orthodox parish of Notre Dame de la 
France in Paris. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN FRENCH ORTHODOXY 


In July, 1947, Dom Gregorio Baccolini, a Benedictine priest, en- 
tered Western Orthodoxy. Born in Bologna in 1913, he had studied at 
the Pontifical University in Rome and was ordained in Florence in 1940. 
He served in several capacities in the Church after his reception, among 
them as instructor at the Institute of St. Denis. Later, in his small 
Benedictine Priory in Rome, Fr. Baccolini used the Mass of the Roman 
Missal in almost the same redaction as the Overback Mass. In 1949 for the 
first time a graduate of the Institute was ordained to the priesthood: Fr. 
George Chretienne, a convert to the Church from Rome. Also that year 
Mr. Paul L’Huillier, a convert from Roman Catholicism, received his 
Licentiate of Theology from the Institute and was made “charge de cours.” 
He was later professed in monasticism and ordained an Eastern rite 
priest, continuing his support of Western Orthodoxy. In January, 1950, 
a center was purchased at Colubes where a chapel was dedicated later in 
the year. November of 1951 saw the opening of the parish of the Dor- 
mition at Nice by Fr. George Chretienne. 


In January, 1953, there came a change in the jurisdictional adherence 
of a part of the Western Orthodox clergy and churches. At that time 
Fr. E. Kovalevsky, several priests, and two churches, besides several com- 
munities without regular services, withdrew from the jurisdiction of the 
Patriarchate of Moscow, i.e., went into schism. They were provisionally 
received by the Constantinopolitan Exarchate in Western Europe for a 
short time and then led an independent existence until the Summer of 
1960 when they were taken into the jurisdiction of the Synod of Bishops 


357 














of the “Russian Church Abroad” headed by Metropolitan Anastasius. 
There are some quite capable men in this “Eglise Orthodoxe de France,” 
among them Fr. Gabriel Bornand, a convert from Rome and a graduate 
of the Institute ordained in 1952. Fr. Bornand is the editor of the bi- 
monthly magazine Cahiers Saint Irénée. There are at present ten or 
more churches and chapels in various parts of France and one in Brus- 
sc)’ and the clergy also serve communities without churches in different 
places. Since the affiliation of the “Eglise Orthodoxe de France” with the 
“Russian Synodal emigré Church,” the diocesan, Archbishop John of 
Brussels, has ordained several candidates to Holy Orders. Fr. Kovalevsky 
has been elected bishop of the “Eglise Orthodoxe de France” but his 
consecration has not yet taken place. 


The “Eglise Orthodoxe de France” is attempting to resurrect the 
dead Gallican rite with all its customs and traditions which disappeared 
from the life of the Church. The Gallican Mass “according to St. Ger- 
manus of Paris” is celebrated in their churches. A “provisional edition of 
the ‘Ordinary of the Mass’ in use since 1944” was published in 1956. The 
Gallican Mass is a reconstruction of the way it was supposed to have 
been celebrated before its was superceded by the Roman Mass before the 
Great Schism. It contains, however, interpolations in it of elements from 
other rites, the Roman, the Milanese, and the Byzantine. Fr. Kovalevsky, 
in answer to criticism for using the “restored” Gallican Mass, argued that 
it was quite possible to restore the Gallican rite as it was followed in 
pre-Carolingian times, i.e., before 794 A.D. He justified the addition of 
element from other rites by saying that there never was a time when 
one Liturgy was not influenced by another. A historical date in the 
history of this “Eglise” is 8 May 1960 when Archbishop John pontificated 
the Gallican Mass for the first time. According to research made, the 
Pontifical Mass of the “Rite des Gaules” had not been celebrated since 
the year 823. 


There are several churches of the Western rite within the Exarchate 
of the Moscow Patriarchate in Western Europe. As indicated above, the 
oldest Western Orthodox parish in France is the church of the Ascen- 
sion in Paris. Dom Denis Chambault, who was a close associate of Fr. 
Winnaert, is pastor. He is also superior of the Benedictine monastery of 
SS. Denis Seraphim attached to the parish. A very interesting monthly 
Bulletin of the parish is published, with readers all over the world. At 
Christmas and Pascha the parish distributes packages to the poor and 
the community, generally, serves as a hospice to strangers and those in 
distress. With a membership of over a hundred faithful, the parish is 
a mixed community of various people, including a few Russians. The 
monks have always been active in other parishes, including those of the 
Eastern rite, and have performed special missions in the provinces. In 
1960 an Anglican cleric, Fr. Ian Burton, came from England to be received 
into Orthodoxy. He made his monastic profession on 20 November 1960, 
taking the name Barnabas, was ordained to the priesthood by Metropo- 
litan Nicholas, Patriarchal Exarch in Western Europe. Up to now the 
rite used by the parish is that evolved by Winnaert. The Western calen- 
dar is followed, including the celebration of Pascha according to the New 
Style. 


The importance attached to the Western Orthodox work by the 
Moscow Patriarchate is seen from the consecration, on 1 November 1960, 
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of Archimandrite Alexis van der Mennsbrugghe as Bishop of Meudon, 
auxiliary bishop of the West European Exarchate in charge of all West- 
ern Orthodox work. One of his first acts was the formation of a new 
Italian parish in Italy of former Roman Catholics. 


Bishop Alexis has continued to work on the ancient Western litur- 
gical texts and in 1960 completed the Missal or Book of the Synaxis of 
the Liturgy to be used in Western Orthodox churches. The differences 
between the Mass found in this book and his previously published Roman 
Mass are quite substantial and represent considerable new work. The 
new Missal, which is not yet published in book form, contains in effect 
four “Liturgies.” The first of these is the usual Mass celebrated ordinarily. 
It follows the Order common to both the Gallican and Italian rites of 
the Fifth Century as codified by St. Germanus of Paris in the Sixth 
Century with the Byzantine elements introduced by him into the Gal- 
lican rite, and as found in the double Euchologion of Autun and Rome. 
Both the Gallican and Italian (Bishop Alexis, with Gregory Dix, prefers 
“Italian” to “Roman”) variations are given side by side so that either 
usage can be used. Provision is made for a pontifical service and, of 
course, it is presumed that there will be con-celebration by other priests. 
After the Tersanctus both the Gallican and Italian usages are given for 
the continuation of the Eucharistic Canon to its conclusion with the 
final doxology. The Gallican Canon is taken from an Euchologion of 
the Fifth-Sixth Century, while the Italian Canon dates back to an 
Euchologion of the Fourth or Fifth Century following the Alexandrine 
tradition of the Fourth Century. 


The Gallican Canon, as may well be expected, contains an Eastern 
type of descending epiclesis while the Italian Canon contains the prayer: 
“Supplices te rogamus” with very slight differences in wording from the 
same prayer in the modern Missale Romanum.. Thus both types of epic- 
lesis are given, according to the rite followed. Both are immediately fol- 
lowed with the silent blessing of the antidoron and the concluding doxo- 
logy. It is interesting to note that many of the criticisms of Prof. Uspensky 
leveled at Bishop Alexis’ former “restored” Roman Mass have been taken 
into account in the new work. 


Still another Liturgy, or actually variable portions of the ordinary 
Liturgy, is called the “Eucharistic Liturgy for the Night,” i.e. for vigils. 
This Mass is intended for the baptismal vigils of Pascha and Pente- 
cost, for Christmas eve, for ordination vigils of the “Sundays of the Four 
Seasons,” and for “Obsequies for the Dead.” The variances from the 
usual Liturgy are noted, but the chief difference is in the Canon. In- 
stead of either of those given in the ordinary Liturgy, the very ancient 
Anaphora, dating to the beginning of the Third Century, of St. Hippolytus 
is used. 


Next is given the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts to be celebrated 
on the Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent and of the “Four Seasons.” This 
“Liturgy” is what an Eastern Typica service might be like with Holy 
Communion administered. The Liturgy of the Presanctified is always 
preceded by the ricital of the Office of None, followed by the “Synaxis of 
the Catechesis,” i.e., Liturgy of the Faithful, Procession with the Gifts 
from the Chapel of Oblations, where they were reserved from the pre- 
vious Sunday, and the conclusion of the usual Liturgy from the Con- 
fractory (the Anaphora being omitted). 
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The Missal presupposes a Choir, a Deacon, Subdeacons, and Priests 
participating with the celebrant. Rubrics, however, are given in case 
the Liturgy is celebrated “without solemnity,” i.e., without either a 
Deacon or a Choir. A Reader must read and sing aloud the responses 
ordinarily reserved for the Choir, and he will stand in the chancel using 
a lectern or analogion to hold his book. There are no low masses or 
silent masses permitted. 


Besides the Missal, Bishop Alexis has prepared the Opus Dei, the 
Divine Office, for publication and it is expected to appear shortly. 


FIRST WESTERN RITE PARISH IN AMERICA 


An event in importance, all out of proportion to its size, is the 
founding of a Western rite Orthodox parish within the Albanian Orthodox 
Diocese headed by Metropolitan Theophan (Fan) Noli. This came about 
with the reception into the Church of Fr. Charles W. Campbell and his 
“Old Catholic” parish in November, 1957. Born in Albany in 1919, Fr. 
Campbell organized the missionary parish of “Christ the King” in the 
same city in the Spring of 1950. In 1951 he was a member of a com- 
mittee which sought the acceptance of the petite Church to which he 
belonged into the Orthodox Church. This committee held unfruitful 
discussions with representatives of the Constantinopolitan Patriarchate. 
In November, 1957 Fr. Campbell was received into Orthodoxy by Metro- 
politan Theophan and given Orthodox ordination. As precedent in es- 
tablishing the Western rite parish, the Metropolitan cited the action of 
the Russian Patriarchal Church in France. 


The parish of “Christ the King” in Albany, New York is inter- 
racial and performs much of its ministry among the poor and un- 
churched. The pastor engages in some social work. At the present time 
the parish uses rented quarters for a church but owns a site for a future 
church. 


The corrected and purified Roman Mass is used (in the Sixteenth- 
Century translation of Miles Coverdale); Holy Communion is administer- 
ed under both species by intinction. Despite the universal Orthodox 
practice of Chrismation being administered by the priest, there has been 
some question in this case as to whether the diocesan should not reserve 
it to himself. Of the various modern Roman popular devotions, only 
the “Stations of the Cross” are retained as a Lenten public service. On 
occasion the Offices of Compline and Vespers are recited with the parti- 
cipation of the faithful who make the responses. The laity also actively 
and audibly assist in the Mass. The priest is “bi-ritual” and occasionally 
celebrates the Eastern Liturgy in English. 


WESTERN RITE EDICT OF METROPOLITAN ANTHONY (BASHIR) 


America, the nest of Protestantism and of every conceivable sect 
and cult, is also not wanting in an abudance of “Old Catholic” types of 
petite Churches. Of this large number of so-called Old Catholic Church- 
es, only one is recognized by the see of Utrecht and with it only is that 
see in communion. This is the Polish National Catholic Church in Ame- 
rica headed by its Prime Bishop, The Most Reverend Leon Grochowski. 
The other “Old Catholic” bodies, often calling themselves by quite pre- 
tentious names—some even using the word “Orthodox” in their tifles, 
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realise their anomalous standing in the “inter-Church expanse” and either 
claim some connection with the Orthodox Church or seek to establish 
such a bond. From time to time individual priests and bishops, and such 
bodies are usually well-supplied with the latter, and even whole bodies, 
have applied to the various Orthodox jurisdictions represented in this 
country, seeking recognition or unity. Almost as a general rule such peti- 
tioners have desired to become Orthodox while retaining their particular 
redaction of the Roman rite. The Orthodox hierarchs in America have 
dealt with such prospective Orthodox most cautiously because some of 
these petite ecclesiastical bodies though often having sincere, devoted, 
and educated men in their clergy, also have had more than their share 
of ecclesiastical adventurers. 


Metropolitan Antony (Bashir) of the Syro-Antiochian Archdiocese, 
too, has often been approached by leaders and individuals of the various 
“Old Catholic” bodies. Like the other Orthodox hierarchs, he has al- 
ways made it his policy thoroughly to investigate such seekers of unity with 
the Church and has had occasion to refuse several. At the same time, 
however, in desiring to extend and implement Orthodoxy’s mission in 
America, Metropolitan Antony realized that there were also those out- 
side of communion with the Church who were sincerely seeking the truth, 
who were desirous of becoming engrafted to the vine of Christ. After 
considerable meditation of the problem and taking into consideration the 
action of the Church elsewhere in the world, namely France, he came 
to the conclusion that the use of a Western rite in America could facilitate 
the return to the Church of separated Western Christians in America. 
He turned for guidance to the late Patriarch Alexander III of Antioch 
who, in May, 1958, after consultation with the other Autocephalous 
Churches, gave an affirmative reply. Forwarding the Metropolitan an 
Arabic translation of the famous 1936 Ukase of the Moscow Patriarchate 
the Patriarch of Antioch authorized Metropolitan Antony to “take the 
same action, leaving to your Orthodox zeal and good judgment the right 
to work out the details in the local situations.” 


Thereupon Metropolitan Antony issued his edict of Aurrust, 1958, 
in which he set forth the general and provisional basis for establishing 
Western rite parishes within his Archdiocese. The Edict’s stipulations 
were: 


1. All converts to the Church must accept the full Orthodox 
doctrine of Faith. 


2. Parishes and larger units received into the Archdiocese re- 
tain the use of all Western rites, devotions, and customs which 
“are not contrary to the Orthodox Faith and are logically derived 
from a Western usage” antedating the Schism of 1054. 


3. All individuall converts must be integrated into parochial 
life; there can be no individual converts to the Western rite un- 
less to an established parish. 


4. The manner of reception of prospective Western rite groups 
as well as to whatever concerns the rite itself, the approval of 
texts, etc., shall be handled by a special Commission appointed by 
the Archbishop. 


5. There can be no transference from one rite to another with- 
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out special dispensation. Such dispensations shall be granted only: 
(a) to the faithful of one rite who permanently dwell in the paro- 
chial limits of another rite and have no church of their own rite to 
attend; (b) to Priests appointed for specific missionary duties; 
otherwise there shall be no “bi-ritual” privileges for any cleric of 
the Archdiocese; and (c) to Women who marry men of another 
rite—they automatically join the husband’s rite. 


6. Church schools in Western rite Orthodox parishes shall 
conform to the same Christian Education Program of the Archdiocese 
in teaching materials, etc. as the Eastern rite parishes. All can- 
didates for the clergy must conform to the same standards regard- 
less of rite; they must be graduates of St. Vladimir’s Seminary. 


7. Western rite parishes and clergy are subject to the canons 
of the Orthodox Church and the laws of the Archdiocese. 


The stipulation in this edict, in §5, which forbids transference from 
one rite to another probably appears in Western rite legislation for the 
first time. Also, except for temporary missions, all priests are denied 
“bi-ritual” privileges and are “forbidden to use the dress, Vestments, rites, 
forms or ceremonies of a Rite other than their own.” The legislation of 
§5 differs from the quarter-century practice of Western Orthodoxy in 
France which was blessed by Patriarch Sergius in his 1936 Ukase. It 
probably differs from the ancient custom of the Church, and smacks of 
the tendency of the “Western mind” to keep everything in neat bundles 
and separate categories. Apparent here is the influence of Romanism 
and its legislation. Whether such attempts to segregate the Western 
Crthodox from the corporate life of the Church will endure, remains to 
be seen. 


THE SOCIETY OF ST. BASIL 


Earlier this year, in April 1961, the 1958 Edict of Metropolitan Antony 
(Bashir) was implemented for the first time when “The Society of 
Clerks Secular of St. Basil’ was organically united and reconciled to the 
Church and received into the Syro-Antiochian Archdiocese. The Society 
of St. Basil was the end-result of a missionary endeavour established 
within the Syrian Orthodox Church by Archbishop Aftimios (Ofiesh) on 
1 January 1931. William Albert Nichols, a convert received into the 
Church probably in 1930, was ordained by Archbishop Aftimios and later 
put in charge of the missionary work. Upon the death of his wife Fr. 
Nicholas was professed in monasticism, taking the name Ignatius, and 
in September 1932 was consecrated Bishop of Washington. He was the 
first American-born Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in this country, 
and, needless to say, he was an “Eastern rite” bishop. Bishop Ignatius 
was consecrated for English-speaking work within the Church. However, 
in the atmosphere of “arbitrary undertakings and general disorder” pre- 
vailing in the first half of the 1930’s, both he and his consecrator trans- 
gressed the third canon of the Council in Trullo and fell away from 
canonical obedience to the Church. 


Sometime after this Nichols founded the Society of St. Basil to 
carry on missionary work. In February 1936, Nichols “entrusted the 
mandate for the Society’s work to a group of clergy in his obedience” and 
gradually withdrew from active participation in its work without com- 
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pletely severing his relations with it. On 12 November 1939 Nichols con- 
secrated the Society’s provincial, Alexander Tyler Turner, as _ titutlar 
Bishop of Carthage. After this the Society possessed an “autonomous 
status,” which it retained to the present. 


The Society of St. Basil always claimed not to be a _ separate 
Church, although in reality it was one of the petite ecclesiastical bodies 
described above and, for a time, belonged to the “United Synod of Ortho- 
dox and Old Catholic Churches,” a spectacular collection of vagrant 
bishops and sub-churchmen. The Society endeavoured to establish Ortho- 
dox churches and missions in various parts of the country and, from 
time to time, did have missions in various parts of greater New York, 
the West Coast, Chicago, Florida, and elsewhere. In September 1946 
the church of the Divine Wisdom in Mount Vernon, N. Y. was blessed 
by Bishop Turner and it became the Society’s headquarters. People who 
joined its work were not necessarily members of the Society unless they 
wished to follow the medieval rule of Hours, i.e., recitation of the Office. 
The Society was not a monastic organization, however, but “Secular.” 


Incorporated in March, 1940, in the State of New York, the Society 
and its adherents followed the Western rite. At the beginning, at least, 
some emphasis was placed on the Sarum usage. A number of the priests, 
however, used the Byzantine rite or were “bi-ritual.” Considerable study 
of the Western rite was made by members of the Society and it evolved 
a Roman rite in English which sought to conform with Orthodoxy’s re- 
quirements in the Ordinary, the liturgical kalendar, and the various 
Offices. However, like many such productions the Sociiety’s “rite” suf- 
fers somewhat from eclecticism. 


Despite the Society’s ambiguous relationship to the Church, it 
undoubtedly did serve to bring the message of Orthodoxy to many who 
otherwise may never have heard it. It frequently acted as a “training 
ground” for clergy and laity who passed from it into the canonical 
dioceses. Bishop Turner led the group from, sometimes, an uncertain 
Orthodoxy to a position where it became untenable to remain any longer 
in an ambiguous position regarding its relation to the Church. Bishop 
Turner was cognizant of the Western Orthodox movement in Western 
Europe and corresponded with some of its leaders. One of the Society’s 
important assets has always been its excellent periodical Orthodoxy which 
formerly, from 1940 to 1952 was called The Basilian. This journal has 
a wide circulation and has consistently improved over the years not only 
in content but in style as well. The Society also has published other in- 
teresting booklets and pamphlets. 

The Society was received into the Antiochian jurisdiction in Holy 
Week, 1961 and Fr. Alexander T. Turner was ordained on Holy Thurs- 
day. There also is a parish in Cleveland and a “Missionary Province” in 
Florida which was created in November, 1959. Now that these Western 
rite Orthodox Catholics are part of the Antiochian jurisdiction, with a 
firm canonical status, it is hoped that new horizons will open before 
them and that they will be the seed of a glorious resurgence for Ortho- 
doxy in America. 


CONCLUSION 


The rebirth of Western Orthodoxy, however humble its beginnings, 
however depreciated by its foes, has taken place. Oftentimes it may be 
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Church a hundred years ago, said that when that great day came, a 
“new current of life would flow to the heart of Orthodoxy.” Eastern 
and Western minds, he said, would meet on common Orthodox grounds 
instead of on heretical soil. There would be no more one-sidedness, the 
Church would be Catholic territorially as well as theologically. New paths 
would be found to an invigorated spiritual life. A copious exchange of 
talents and ideas would cause a stirring up of life such as it was in the 
Patristic age. The wall separating East and West would crumble and 
the two drawn into close relationships. 


The Western Orthodox movement is not yet large enough to reap 
all these benefits, but wherever Western Orthodox parishes have been 
founded the outlook of Eastern Christians has been enriched and deepen- 
ed, intolerance has lessened, a fraternal, Christian love towards the 
separated Christians has been strengthened, and a fuller vision of the 
Church’s goal in the world realized. 


The Western rite in the Orthodox Church must never be compared 
with the Eastern rite of the Roman Catholic Church. It is not Uniatism 
in reverse. There is no parallel. It is sufficient only to remember that 
the Papal Eastern rite is an invention of the Roman Curia, a creation 
for the purpose of deceit, a subterfuge for immutable beliefs, unchanging 
dogmas. One enters a Uniate Church—here are the same icons, the 
same banners, the same vestments, the same tongue and singing, the 
very same services, and often the Creed without the Filioque. If an Or- 
thodox emigré colony, in utter destitution is found to have been cast 
upon the cruel waves of life by a catastrophic war, one may be positive 
that nearby is an Eastern rite Roman Jesuit, sporting a beard and speak- 
ing the mother tongue of these unfortunates, innocently helping to edu- 
cate Orthodox children (in the doctrines of the Roman faith). It would 
seem that nothing is changed in the Uniate “Byzantine rite” churches. 
The people simply agree to commemorate the Bishop of Rome, and are 
lulled and soothed by the thought that the whole familiar aspect of 
Church life has remained unchanged. 


The Western rite of the Orthodox Catholic Church is in complete 
contrast; Invariably those who desired it have approached the Church 
from without—it was not invented in the secret conclave of Orthodox 
bishops and designed to tear away by subterfuge those loyal to another 
Church. Embracing Orthodoxy, the people knowingly changed their 
beliefs, renounced the heretical dogmas of the Filioque, the immaculate 
conception of the Most-noly Theotokos, Papal infallibility, and the like, 
and with full consciousness and awareness of their acceptance of Ortho- 
doxy, asked the Church to let them preserve their inalienable customs 
and usages, their regional rite which was God’s gift to each nation. 

The Western rite is Orthodoxy’s solution to the problem of West- 
ern rite indicates “in the simplest and most direct manner to all con- 
cerned with Christian union the true basis on which the Orthodox 
Church is prepared and is able to consider the reunion of Christendom” 
(M. Antony, 1958 Edict). There are many Western separated Christians 
who can, if they will, find their true home in Christ through the West- 
ern rite of Orthodoxy.*) 

REV. DAVID F. ABRAMTSOV 
*) This article was written originally for The Word. It is reproduced here with minor 
changes and amplifications. 
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heard that the Western rite is taking its place in the Church through 
the condescension and permission of Orthodox authorities, that the 
Western rite can be admitted, might be allowed, that it has certain pos- 
sibilities, etc., but that the real, trve Liturgy is that of Saint John 
Chrysostom. This is the Papal attitude. Rome also permits, allows, and 
sees certain possibilities in the Eastern rite—for what reasons and for 
what ends are obvious—but the only real Liturgy is the Roman Mass 
sung in Latin. Papalism, however, is not a heresy peculiar to Rome nor 
peculiar to the organization of the Church. Papalism exists as a poten- 
tiality in every Bishop, or even in every parish priest. Orthodoxy, how- 
ever, has never held the heresy of liturgical papalism. 

Unless a truly indigenous African Liturgy can be foreseen, a truly 
indigenous Indian and Chinese Liturgy, composed according to the one 
unique structure of the Liturgy (a structure imposed interiorly, having 
its source in dogmatic and mystical theology—in the true sense of those 
words—and not exteriorly by stifling the life of other Liturgies, as was 
the case, historically speaking, where Saint John Chrysostom’s Liturgy 
is concerned), the truly Orthodox vision of the world has not yet been 
seen. Uniformity, imposition, external authority are the death of Or- 
thodoxy, for she is a precious box encrusted with a thousand different 
but equally lovely jewels, each of which reflects the light of Truth in 
a manner particular and unique. 

It is not by the condescension of authority that a Western rite is 
celebrated. Those who live in the West, and in the Western stream of 
tradition, must before God and the Angels and Saints respect all that 
is good in her traditions. What is to be done with the ten centuries of 
Western liturgical life before the Schism? Reject them or ignore them 
or simply forget them? But St. Leo, St. Clement, St. Irenaeus, St. Gregory, 
St. Colomban, St. Chad and a thousand more lived by and were nourish- 
ed upon the Orthodox Western Liturgy and Tradition. Is it by a con- 
descending permission that some desire to celebrate after their example? 
St. Basil the Great and St. John Chrysostom would give different answers. 


With the rebirth of Western Orthodoxy in America many problems 
will be posed: the question of verification of the rites, the question of 
ecclesiastical supervision, the question of imposing one rite upon all. 
These are matters requiring patience and understanding from both sides. 
Unfortunately, the Orthodox Church in America is not well-equipped with 
liturgical scholars in any field and probably none at all in the Latin 
liturgical field. What few American Orthodox liturgists the Church is 
blessed with, frequently cast a jaundiced eye on the Western rite. It is 
for this reason that the work of Orthodox liturgists in France ought not to 
be slighted or regarded askance. The labors particularly of Bishop 
Alexis van der Mennbrugghe ought to be studied. He and the other 
Western Orthodox of Europe have always endeavored not merely to re- 
store an ancient Liturgy but to re-create and resuscitate an entire rite, 
an entire way of life stifled at its very height. Too often the concept of 
a Western rite is that of the Missale Romanum of 1570, beyond which 
some dare not look. The leaders of Western Orthodox abroad have been 
bolder in their outlook. They have not permittec their efforts at restor- 
ing Western Orthodoxy to its pristine state to be hampered by Counter 
Reformation legislation of the Papal see. 

What can the rebirth of Western Orthodoxy bring the Church as 
a whole? Dr. Overbeck, who hoped for the restoration of the Western 
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CHURCH LIFE — around the World 
CONSTANTINOPLE 


TWO NEW SAINTS 


The Sacred Synod of the Patriar- 
chate of Constantinople canonized 
two new Saints, both of whom were 
already popularly venerated by the 
people. The canonization was mere- 
ly a ratification of an already exist- 
ing status and came about through 
the desires and petitions to the 
Synod of Greece and Constanti- 
nople of countless Orthodox Chris- 
tians. The Praxis of canonization 
was issued on 24 April 1961. 


The first of the newly canonized, 
St. Cosmas, was born in 1714 in 
Aetolia. He was baptized Constan- 
tine and at the age of eieht years 
began to study under Litsika. At 
the age of 18 he went to Mt. Athos 
to the Atheniades School. Upon 
graduation he entered the Philo- 
theos Monastery where he was 
tonsured and received the name 
Cosmas. Later Cosmas left the 
holy mountain and went to Istam- 
bul where he studied at the Pat- 
riarchal School. Patriarch Sera- 
phim in 1760 appointed him a 
preacher whereupon he went to 
the Agean Sea islands, to Epirus, 
Thessaly, and the Aeonian Islands 
where he preached the Faith in the 
simple language of the _ people. 
Thousands came to hear him. Cos- 
mas was very devout and a lover 
of education. He was loved by the 
populace. In a letter to his bro- 
ther, the dean of a school at Nexo, 
Cosmas mentioned that he had 
established ten Greek schools (ele- 
mentary) and 200 city schools. 
Cosmas was respected by the Turks 
as well as the Christians and the 
Turks often sought his advice. 
Wherever he went people erected a 
cross to show he had _ passed 
through. During his apostolic tra- 
vels he influenced many of the 


Orthodox clergy who heard him 
preach and copied his sermons. 
Others began to preach in his 
manner and to use his sermons. 


Because the preacher did not 
hesitate to expose the social and 
political evils of the day, Cosmas 
soon found himself persecuted by 
political leaders. In the island of 
Kephallinos the civil authorities 
tried to remove him by court order 
but the enthusiasm and love of the 
people was his defense. When he 
left for Zakenthos Island he was 
followed by ten boat loads of peo- 
ple. Rulers of the island feared 
his sharp tongue and did not al- 
low him to stay. He returned to 
Kephallinos and then to Corfu 
where he was greeted with great 
honor and respect. As in all the 
Ionian Islands and Epirus hund- 
reds came to hear him. The nobi- 
lity of Corfu forced the magistrate 
to ask Cosmas to leave. From here 
he went to Epirus and Albania. He 
was denounced by certain Jews of 
Epirus to the Turkish authorities 
as a revolutionary. Cosmas went to 
Veration in Albania to speak in his 
own defense and the civil head 
of that area was so taken with 
Cosmas that he prepared a throne 
from which Cosmas could preach in 
the local church. The Jews who 
were tormenting Cosmas then de- 
nounced Cosmas on the grounds 
that he drew the populace away 
from their work and thus caused 
a decline in the tax income. 


Cosmas was martyred on 24 
August 1779 and the memory of 
the New Martyr Cosmas was honor- 
ed by Turks as well as Christians. 
Ali-Pasha built a church at his 
own expense in the village of Kal- 
koutasi in Veration county where 
Cosmas was hung. The service for 
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St. Cosmas was written by Sam- 
pheros Christodoulou of Epirus. 


The second Saint canonized by 
the Patriarchate of Constantinople 
is Nectarius Kephala, Metropolitan 
of Pentapolis. A well-known Greek 
theologian, Nectarius was born in 
1847 in the village of Silevria in 
Thrace. He received his elementary 
education there and then went to 
Constantinople. In 1866 he moved 
to Athens and in 1871 he went to 
the island of Chios where he was 
given the position of elementary 
school teacher in Lithe, Chios. 
Here he became the friend and as- 
sociate of the famous Metropolitan 
Gregory of Chios. He soon took the 
monastic tonsure and was later or- 
dained hierodeacon for Metropo- 
litan Gregory. In 1882 Nectarius 
went to Athens where he graduated 
from studies at the gymnasium and 
entered the University of Athens. 
On 23 March 1886 Nectarius, hav- 
ing gone to Alexandria, was or- 
dained to the priesthood by Pat- 
riarch Sophronius. On 6 August 
of the same year he was made a 
Great Archimandrite and appoint- 
ed chief confessor of Egypt and 
director of the Office of the Pat- 
riarchate in Cairo. Nectarius was 
consecrated Metropolitan of Pen- 
tapolis on 15 January 1889. The 
following year, 1890, he returned to 
Athens after five years in Egypt 
and was given the position of 
Hierokyrex. On 7 March 1894 he 
was appointed Dean of the Rizarion 
Seminary at Athens and he held 
this position until his resignation 
on 30 March 1908 when he went to 
the Aegina Island and established 
the Holy Trinity Convent. He lived 
here as an ascetic for the remaind- 
er of his life. In 1920 he went to 
Athens for medical treatment and 
died there. 


Nectarius wrote a great many 
books dealing with various subjects: 
on the schism of the Roman 


Church from Orthodoxy (2 vols.), 
on the seven Ecumenical Councils, 
a book of sermons, a book dealing 
with requiem services, on Chris- 
tian ethics, on pastoral duties, on 
the Gospels. He also wrote nume- 
rous articles on religious topics in 
newspapers and magazines. 


St. Nectarius was known as a 


wonder-worker and healer even 
during his lifetime. 

RHODES CONFERENCE 

The Pan-Orthodox Conference 


which convened on the Isle of 
Rhodes on 24 September and last- 
ed until 30 September 1961 was at- 
tended by some 80 delegates from 
the various Orthodox Patriarchates 
and autocephalous Churches. Dele- 
gates were also invited from the 
Minor Eastern Churches and va- 
rious Western confessions were in- 
vited to send observers. Aobé Pier- 
re Dumont, director of the Istina 
Roman Catholic Instiute of Reli- 
gious Studies; the Rt. Rev. Angus 
Campbell McInnes, Anglican Arch- 
bishop of Jerusalem; and two dele- 
gates from the WCC attended. 


The conference was the most 
fully representative of Orthodoxy 
in modern times. Although original- 
ly scheduled for the beginning of 
1960 the conference had been post- 
poned until the Fall of 1961. It was 
not Rhodes’ plan to deal with sub- 
stantive religious questions but in- 
stead it concentrated its week-long 
efforts on preparing an agenda and 
deciding the time and place for a 
further meeting to be known as a 
pro-synod. It is thought, however, 
that Patriarch Athenagoras hoped 
through his representatives at 
Rhodes to sound out views as to 
whether he should seek a meeting 
with the Roman Pope John XXIII. 
Archbishop Yakovos (James Cou- 
couzes), head of the Hellenic Arch- 
diocese in America, who attended 
the Rhodes meeting, visited the 
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Pope of Rome two years ago at the 
request of the Greek Patriarch. 

The Conference unanimously ap- 
proved a list of theological, ecclesi- 
astical and social topics to be de- 
bated at the future pro-Synod. The 
list contained not a few proposals 
made by the delegation of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church headed by 
Archbishop Nicodemus of Yaroslav 
and Rostov. Some of the items sug- 
gested by Archibshop Nicodemus 
came under the headings “Ortho- 
doxy and Racial Discrimination,” 
“Application of Christian Ideas of 
Peace, Brotherhood, and Love among 
peoples,” and “Orthodoxy and the 
Christian Duty in Areas of Rapid 
Social Changes.” The delegation of 
the Russian Church had proposed 
that a committee with the “parti- 
cipation of all Orthodox Churches 
on an equal footing” be establish- 
ed in order to prepare for the com- 
ing pro-Synod. This proposal was 
rejected apparently because of the 
Greek claim that only the Istam- 
bul cathedra of the Constantinopo- 
litan Patriarchate has the right to 
call conferences and ecumenical 
synods. This is a modern theory 
developed in this century by cer- 
tain neo-papalistic Greek ecclesias- 
tics with a poor knowledge of 
Church history. 

During the conference the com- 
manding officer of a U.S. aircraft 
carrier which had put in for a 
three-day call invited the confer- 
ence delegates to visit his carrier. 
The invitation was extended 
through the U.S. Air Force Chap- 
lain, Fr. Theodore S. Kyritsis, a 
Greek-speaking Orthodox chaplain 
of the Civil Air Patrol. The con- 
ference took no official notice of 
the invitation but about half the 
members attended the _ reception 
on board ship the carrier Intrepid. 


ALEXANDRIA 
e The Council of Churches of 
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the city of Alexandria which was 
organized in April 1958 invited the 
Orthodox to join the council in the 
Summer of 1961. Meeting once a 
month, the council was composed 
of both Roman Catholics and Pro- 
testants. 


e Patriach Christopher of Alex- 
andria spent the Summer in Athens 
recovering from an illness. He held 
conversations with members of the 
Sacred Synod of the Church of 
Greece about matters concerning 
the administration of the Church 
of Alexandria. Patriarch Christo- 
pher announced with special satis- 
faction the ordination to the dea- 
conate of Theodore Nankiama, a 
graduate of the Theological School 
of Athens. A native of Uganda, 
Africa, Nankiama was ordained to 
serve the needs of his country. The 
Greek press showed an interest in 
the ordination. 


JERUSALEM 
NEW HOSPITAL 


On 1 July 1961 the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem dedicated a new small 
hospital which was opened in Jeru- 
salem by the Orthodox Church. 
Such a hospital previously existed 
but was closed at the end of World 
War I because of the lack of funds. 
Called the Polyclinic of St. Benedict 
of the Orthodox Greek Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem, the hospital is open 
to all regardless of race, nationality, 
religion, or citizenship. It will pro- 
vide free examinations, treatment 
and medicines to the poor. Dr. 
James Nuzha was instrumental in 
the founding of the hospital. Pre- 
sent at the dedication was the 
Minister of Health, Jameel Tutuzi 
(of Jerusalem) and Ihsan Hasen, 
who represented the officers of the 
Army and the Police. 


ANTIOCH 
® The Greek Archimandrite Con- 











stantine Papastephanou, a graduate 
of the University of Athens and 
presently serving in the Antiochian 
Patriarchate, was appointed pre- 
fect of the Arab Orthodox Patriar- 
chal Serninary in Balamand, Leba- 
non, by Patriarch Theodosius of 
Antioch. 


PILGRIMAGE OF PATRIARCH 
ALEXIS TO THE HOLY PLACES 
OF THE EAST 


(continuation) 


The Patriarchal entourage ar- 
rived from Cairo, Egypt in Damas- 
cus on 2 December 1960 early in 
the afternoon and was met by sever- 
al thousand Arabs at the airport. 
His Holiness Patriarch Alexis was 
greeted by the Most Blessed Theo- 
dosios VI, Patriarch of Antioch and 
All the East, Metropolitans Niphont 
of Heliopolis and Selevcia,, Ignatius 
of Epiphanis, Elias (Salibi) of Bei- 
rut, Alexander of Emessa, Gabriel 
of Laodicea, Elias (Karam) of Mount 
Lebanon, Paul of Tyre and Sidon, 
Elias of Verroae, Bishop Alexander, 
Bishop Sergius, Bishop Basil (Sa- 
maha), Archimandrites Sergius, 
George, and many others; from the 
government of the UAR the Minist- 
er of Finance Dr. Abdal Wakhab 
Homad, from the Soviet Consulate 
J. P. Kisliak, the Armenian Arch- 
bishop Shavarsh, the representative 
of the Jacobite Church, represen- 
tatives of the local grand mufti of 
the Moslems Abdul-Iosr Abdina and 
other official persons. The appear- 
ance of the Russian Patriarch was 
greeted by a resounding ovation, 
playing of a march by the band, and 
children presented bouquets of flow- 
ers. An Honor Guard completed 
the enthusiastic greeting. 


From the airport the entourage 
went to Damascus, the city of sacred 
memories. Nearly two-thousand 
years ago Saul was journeying to 
this city to offer battle with Chris- 


tians and it was here that he was 
converted to Christ, received Holy 
Baptism and became a zealous 
apostle for His Holy Church among 
the Gentiles. 


At the hotel Semiramis, where 
the party stayed, again numerous 
Arabs awaited to greet His Holiness 
enthusiastically. His Beatitude, 
Patriarch Theodosios VI and mem- 
bers of the Sacred Synod escorted 
the Russian group to the Patriar- 
chal Cathedral where tens of thou- 
sands of people waited to see the 
head of the Russian Church. All 
the streets were decked out with 
flags of the UAR. Again, on ova- 
tion was given Patriarch Alexis; 
children literally carpeted his path 
with rose petals and the band ac- 
companied the procession to the 
cathedral. 


Customary exchange of greetings 
were made after the brief Doxology 
in the cathedral. His Holiness, Pa- 
triarch Alexis answered: “Your 
Beatitude! I and those accompany- 
ing me are fortunate to visit the 
Holy Church of Great Antioch with 
whom the Russian Orthodox Church 
was bound in the past and in the 
present with glorious, brotherly re- 
lations, in abundance of love. For 
us it also is a great occasion to be 
in the ancient city of Damascus, 
the history of which is illumined 
by the miraculous conversion of 
Saul, the percesutor of Chris- 
tians, into Paul, the fiery apostle 
of the Gentiles. May his apostolic 
zeal be a constant example for us 
in the service to which we are 
called! Following the precepts of 
the Apostle Paul “to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” 
(Ephes. 4:3) we must prefer mutual 
love to any relations and always 
seek “after the things that are of 
peace and keep the things that 
are of edification, one towards an- 
other” (Rom. 14:19). For only in 
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mutual love in Christ may mem- 
bers of the Church realize the com- 
mandments of Christ the Saviour, 
and only in love is possible their 
unity. May God bless our Church- 
es to serve in the establishment of 
this unity, that through the action 
of His Grace divided mankind may 
find a way to peace and prospe- 
rity!” 

His Holiness, Patriarch Alexis 
proceeded from the cathedral to 
pay an official visit to the Patriar- 
chate and the Most Blessed Pa- 
triarch Theodosios. Near the con- 
clusion of this official visit, His 
Holiness, Patriarch Alexis appeared 
in the balcony to impart his aposto- 
lic blessings upon the throngs of 
people who patiently waited for his 
appearance. Members of the Rus- 
sian group stated that the over- 
whelming reception accorded them 
by the people of the UAR never will 
be forgotten. 


On 3 December, at 10:00 A.M., 
His Holiness, Patriarch Alexis and 
his party made an officia: visit to 
the Minister of Finance of the 
Syrian region of the UAR, Dr. Ab- 
dal Wakhab Homad. Friendly talks 
took place at which also were pres- 
ent the Most Blessed Patriarch 
Theodosios and several of his met- 
ropolitans. At 11:00 the Grand Mufti 
of the Syrian region Dr. Abdul- 
Iosr Abdin and assistants paid a 
visit to His Holiness at the hotel 
Semiramis. Early in the afternoon 
a state dinner was given in honor 
of the Patriarch of Moscow by the 
Minister of Finance during which 
time he stated that Orthodox and 
Moslems should live in peace and 
friendship as brothers. Later that 
afternoon, Bishop Nicodemus, Arch- 
priest P. Statov and Priest A. Osta- 
pov called upon the Grand Mufti. 
At 6:00 P.M. that afternoon the 
Finance Minister returned an offi- 
cial visit to His Holiness, Patriarch 
Alexis at the hotel. That same even- 
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ing Vigil Services were celebrated 
in the Embassy church of the Rus- 
sian Patriarchate to the Church 
of Antioch by the clergy of the 
delegation, in the presence of Met- 
ropolitans Pitirimus and Elias. The 
local Arab population are the pari- 
shioners of this church in the new 
city. 


On 4 December, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the All-Holy Theo- 
tokos, His Holiness, Patriarch Alexis 
and the entire delegation partici- 
pated with the Most Blessed Pa- 
triarch of Antioch and his hier- 
archy and clergy in the Patriarchal 
Liturgy in the cathedral. Not only 
was the temple filled to overflow- 
ing, but the entire area around the 
cathedral was crowded with faith- 
ful. Following the festive Liturgy 
the customary greetings were ex- 
changed and Patriarch Alexis pres- 
ented a set of precious Sacred ves- 
sels to the cathedral. At the graves 
of Patriarchs Meletius, Gregory IV, 
and Alexander III the Litany for 
the Dead was offered. In the Pa- 
triarchal Hall, the Rector of the 
Moscow Spiritual Academy, Profes- 
sor-Archpriest K. Ruzhitsky, pres- 
ented Patriarch Theodosios with the 
decree of the Council of the Aca- 
demy creating him an “Honorary 
Member of the Academy.” The Most 
Blessed Theodosios decorated Pa- 
triarch Alexis with the highest 
Order of the Church of Antioch— 
the Order of the Archsupreme 
Apostles Peter and Paul. Decora- 
tions with the Order were also 
made upon Metropolitan Pitirimus 
of Krutitsy and Kolomna, Bishop 
Nicodemus of Yaroslav and Rostov, 
Archpriest K. Ruzhitsky, and the 
other members of the delegation. 


That evening an official reception 
was given by Patriarch Theodosios 
in the Patriarchate, present at 
which were also all of the official 
guests mentioned previously above 
as well as the Greek Consul, mem- 








bers of Damascus society, and oth- 
er official personages. Greeting Pa- 
triarch Alexis, Patriarch Theodosios 
said among other things: “This day 
is truly memorable for us which ‘the 
Lord hath made, let us _ rejoice 
therein.’ Ties, which can never be 
broken, bind our autocephalous Or- 
thodox Sister-Churches. In particu- 
lar the ties which so long have ex- 
isted between the Patriarchal An- 
tiochian and Moscow Churches, are 
a magnificent example of brotherly 
unity, the significance of which I 
particularly wish to emphasize, in 
order that more clearer be the 
power and fruitful advantages of a 
more intense cooperation among 
nations, that they may prosper in 
the quietness of a true and lasting 
peace in all the world.” During the 
repast, Patriarch Alexis also spoke 
and mentioned the following: “Our 
presence in the Church of Antioch 
may be considered a true feast of 
Church communion because we, the 
servers and children of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, together with 
you prayed in your churches, to- 
gether offered the Bloodless Sacri- 
fice, together glorified our Lord 
and Saviour. This repast also unites 
our sentiments and thoughts. Your 
solicitude for us may be likened to 
the aromatic garden of most beau- 
tiful feelings expressing the love of 
your people and your Church to- 
ward the Russian people and the 
Russian Church. May their friend- 
ship be blessed for ever. 


“We are living at a time when the 
world on one hand appears divided 
by the deep chasm of suspicion 
and enmity, and, on the other— 
people of all lands intensly seek 
unity with each other. At such a 
time the fraternal unity of our 
Churches and the friendship of 
peoples assumes an_ exceptionally 
important meaning, and for us 
churchmen it is especially useful 
to uphold and develop these per- 


371 


sonal contacts, that by example of 
our unity and brotherly relations 
we might assist divided peoples to 
find ways toward peace and coope- 
ration. 

“Judging by certain signs, the ful- 
fillment of the prayer ‘for the 
union of all’ is approaching, for 
an ever greater number of Chris- 
tians are beginning to evaluate the 
contemporary division of the world 
and its consequences as the result 
of their own divisions. 

“The recognition of the faults of 
this division brings many Western 
Christians to the conclusion that the 
application of force is not the Chris- 
tian way and that the only means 
to overcome enmity is love. There- 
fore they seek closer contact with 
Eastern Christians and do not want 
mankind to be cast into an abyss 
of a new world war. 


“But there are other Christians in 
the West who approve power and 
fear policies toward the East, and 
even express willingness to release 
this power against the East in the 
name of defending Christian civili- 
zation. Is such an intention of 
theirs compatible with the teach- 
ings of Christ the Saviour, Who 
rejected the sword of the Apostle 
Peter in the Garden of Gethse- 
mane? And does not their resolve 
deserve the same evaluation, which 
Our Lord gave to the proposal of 
His disciples, to bring down fire 
from heaven upon the Samaritan 
settlement, the inhabitants of which 
did not accept the Lord? We be- 
lieve that the appeal of the Ortho- 
dox Church to the _ Christian 
Churches of the West, with the 
call to be elevated above earthly 
quarrels and, together with us to 
cast aside the temptation to apply 
force can be a not insignificant 
contribution to the work of recon- 
ciliating mankind. 


“We are convinced of the expe- 
diency of the _ establishment of 





some sort of a common Christian 
forum for the discussion of this im- 
portant task of our times, in the 
spirit of complete freedom from all 
worldly influences. 


“We are certain that in the name 
of Christ’s peace the Christians of 
East and West can unite and by 
the excercise of mutual love destroy 
all motives leading to animosities 
between peoples.” 


On 5 December Patriarch Alexis 
visited the Delegation Church of 
the Russian Orthodox Patriarchate 
accredited to the Antiochian Pa- 
triarchate. In the chapel he in- 
vested Archpriest P. Statov with 
the Patriarchal Cross and present- 
ed a jeweled Cross to Archiman- 
drite Sergius. 


On 6 December the Most Holy 
Patriarch Alexis and the Russian 
delegation visited the historical 
places in Damascus associated with 
the Apostle Paul. In the evening 
at the hotel Semiramis, His Holi- 
ness held a reception in honor of 
the Most Blessed Patriarch Theo- 
dosios. Besides the metropolitans 
and bishops of the Antiochian 
Church there also were present 
members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
the Armenian Archbishop Shavarsh, 
representatives of the Moslems, re- 
presentatives of various religious 
organizations, and journalists. In 
his address, the Most Holy Patriarch 
Alexis emphasized the close ties 
with the Antiochian Church, point- 
ed out that Patriarch Gregory of 
Antioch, of Blessed Memory, was 
one of his consecrators to the epis- 
copacy, that such an example of 
harmony and unity between these 
two Sister Churches should set an 
example to all mankind to find 
ways of communing one with an- 
other. 


7 December was spent inspecting 
the buildings of the Patriarchate, 
the graves of Patriarchs Meletius, 
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IIl, 


and Alexander 
where Litanies for the Dead were 


Gregory IV, 


said, the editorial office of the 
church journal “Grace,” which is 
published in Arabic, and the Patri- 
archal library. Afterwards, with the 
blessings of Patriarch Theodosios, 
Bishop Nicodemus, Archpriest P. 
Statov, Archimandrite Philaret, 
Priest A. Ostapov, Protodeacon V. 
Prokimnov, Prof. N. D. Uspensky, 
I. V. Varlaamov, and D. V. Kuz- 
netsov, accompanied by Metropoli- 
tan Gabriel and a score other per- 
sons, visited the ancient Sayadnaya 
Female Convent about 30klm. north 
of Damascus. Returning to Damas- 
cus this group visited a parochial 
secondary school and saw the labo- 
ratory given this school by the Rus- 
sian Church. In the evening of the 
day the charitable and religious 
institutions of the city held a re- 
ception in honor of the Most Holy 
Fatriarch Alexis. 

On the following day Metropolitan 
Pitirimus, Archimandrite Philaret, 
M. A. Dobrynin and V. S. Alekseev 
called on the Jacobite Patriarch 
James, while later the same day, 8 


December, Patriarchs Alexis and 
Theodosios issued a joint communi- 
que on the attitudes af their 


Churches on the question of peace. 
In the evening at the “Palace of 
the East” hotel, the president of 
the Greek community, Dr. Angelos 
gave a reception in honor of Pa- 
triarch Alexis. Again, talks were 
exchanged and His Holiness, Pa- 
triarch Alexis emphasised the im- 
portance of personal contacts to- 
ward achieving understanding bet- 
ween peoples. 


* oe * 


The following morning the Rus- 
sian delegation headed by the Most 
Holy Patriarch Alexis and accom- 
panied by the Arab Metropolitans 
Alexander and Gabriel and Bishop 
Basil (Samaha) flew to Beirut. At 





the Beirut airport they were met 
by the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of Lebanon, Mr. Saib 
Saliam, the Metropolitan of Beirut 
Elias (Salibi), the Metropolitan of 
Mt. Lebanon Elias (Karam), Ambas- 
sador of the U.S.S.R. to Lebanon 
S. P. Kiktev, the Minister of Jus- 
tice Mr. Nehkhim Mazhdalani, the 
acting prime-minister, and other 
officials, as well as the Armenian 
Archbishop Khat Adzhapakhian, the 
Jacobite Bishop Dionysius Bekhnam, 
the representative of the Evange- 
lical Church Dr. Forid Aoude, de- 
puties of the Parliament, members 
of the municipal government, and 
others. To greet the high dignitary 
an Honor Guard was formed. The 
party proceeded to the residence of 
the Beirut Metropolitan where a- 
long the streets students of the 
gymnasia and a band greeted the 
guests with thunderous ovations 
and applause. In the grand hall 
of the Metropolical residence, in the 
presence of thousands of Lebanese, 
the Most Reverend Elias greeted 
His Holiness: “Your Holiness’ arrival 
is joyously received not only by the 
Orthodox but by all the people of 
Lebanon.” Later that day His Holi- 
ness received the heads of all the 
diplomatic corps’ accredited to 
Beirut in the same hall, and an 
hour later the leaders of all the 
religious communities, including the 
Moslem sects of the Druzes and 
Jafarites. On 10 December Patri- 
arch Alexis received the heads and 
members of various Orthodox so- 
cieties and institutions of Beirut. 
That evening the Vigil Services 
were celebrated by some of the 
members of the Russian delegation 
together with the local clergy at 
one of the chapels of the Annun- 
ciation church. This paraecclesia 
was given to the local Russian colo- 
ny for its use by the Metropolitan 
Elias. The pastor is Archpriest P. 
Statov. 


On Sunday, 11 December, the 
Most Holy Patriarch Alexis cele- 
brated Holy Liturgy in the St. 
George Cathedral at 9:00 A.M. He 
was assisted by Metropolitans Elias 
(Beirut), Pitirimus (Krutitsy and 
Kolomna), Elias (Karam of Mount 
Lebanon), Paul (Tyre-Sidon), Bish- 
ops Nicodemus (Yaroslav and Ros- 
tov), and Basil (Sergiepolis), Archi- 
mandrite Philaret, Fathers P. Sta- 
tov and A. Ostapov, Protodeacon B. 
Prokimnov and the local clergy. The 
huge temple could not accomodate 
the throngs and most of the people 
had to stand outdoors. Again, to 
greet the high dignitaries an 
Honor Guard was present upon 
their arrival to the cathedral and 
the entire Liturgy was broadcast on 
the Beirut radio. 


At 12:00 noon ground breaking 
ceremonies for a new hospital 
were attended by the Church heir- 
archs, members of the government, 
ambassadors of the USSR, Yugo- 
slavia and Greece, and various 
other officials in the presence of 
several thousand people. Speeches 
were made, first by the Metropo- 
litan of Beirut Elias, other officials 
of state and His Holiness, Patriarch 
Alexis said: “We rejoice to the able 
to be present during a momentous 
occasion in the life of your eparchy. 
Each endeavor we, Orthodox Chris- 
tians, begin with prayer and believe 
that the Lord will send down His 
blessing and aid for our good un- 
dertakings. The creation of a new 
hospital in your city is a great and 
holy deed. The thought of found- 
ing a new house of mercy for the 
sick is the realization of the com- 
mandment of Our Saviour on love 
and mercy toward peoples. Our 
Church intends to send you here 
for this new hospital, medical equip- 
ment to furnish the medical rooms. 
May the Lord reward all who will 
labor here and those who have laid 
this good begining.” 
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At 3:00 P.M. Bishop Nicodemus, 
Father Archimandrite Philaret, Fa- 
ther A. Ostapov, V. S. Alekseev and 
D. V. Kuznetsov in the company of 
Mr. Liakham, one of the activists in 
the Union of Orthodox Youth, went 
to visit St. George’s monastery which 
is located in the hills of the eparchy 
of Metropolitan Elias Karam. The 
monastery was built by one of the 
Eastern Emirs in the 17th Century 
in grateful thanksgiving for achiev- 
ing a victory. St. George monastery 
has as its goal the rejuvenation of 
monastic life in the Antiochian 
Church. At 4:00 P.M., Metropolitan 
Pitirimus, Archpriest P. Statov, Prof. 
N. D. Uspensky, Docentus M. A. Do- 
brynin, were invited to participate 
in the jubilee celebrations comme- 
morating the 80th birthday of the 
Armenian Patriarch of Turkey the 
Archbishop Garegin Hadjadurian. 

That same evening dinner was 
given by the Metropolitan of Beirut 
Elias (Salibi) in honor of the guests. 
Besides Church dignitaries, officials 
of the government and some of the 
diplomatic corps attended and the 
usual exchange of talks took place. 

On 12 December the delegation 
was scheduled to visit nine institu- 
tions. Bishop Nicodemus, Frs. Sta- 
tov and Ostapov, Prof. Uspensky 
and Mr. Alekseev acquainted them- 
selves with the activities and life 
of the College “Three Doctors,” the 
College of the “Annunciation,” the 
orphanage of St. Michael, the home 
for the aged of St. George, and the 
women’s college “Zakhrat El Isan.” 
Metropolitan Pitirimus, Archiman- 
drite Philaret, Protodeacon Prokim- 
nov, M. A. Dobrynin and D. Kuz- 
netsov visited and studied the pe- 
dagogical institutions and chari- 
table organizations. The _ school 
“Bien Fesance” was visited and 
Metropolitan Pitirimus visited each 
classroom and had an opportunity 
to talk with the students. The 
convent dedicated to the Theotokos 
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was visited where the Most Rever- 
end Pitirimus celebrated a_ brief 
Moleben and conveyed greetings 


from Patriarch Alexis. The sisters 
presented an epitrachelion and a 
small omophorion to the Patriarch 
of their own handicraft. At the 
orphanage, the children were long 
prepared with recitations, singing 
and “Christmas tree” decorations 
for the Russian guests and after a 
tour of the institution and visit 
with the staff and children, Metro- 
politan Pitirimus had some warm 
words for teachers and pupils. At 
the college of St. Elias the guests 
were received enthusiastically and 
were shown with pride the labora- 
tory—a gift of the Russian Church. 


At 1:15 P.M. His Holiness, Pa- 
triarch Alexis was received at the 
residence of the President of Le- 
banon, following which a luncheon 
was given by the Prime Minister 
M:. Saib Saliam. At 5:00 P.M. His 
Holiness and members of the dele- 
gation visited the home of Father 
Statov, who is the acting represen- 
tative to the Antiochian Church 
from the Moscow Patriarchate, and 
is the pastor of the Russian Beirut 
parish. 


At 6:00 P.M. His Holiness received 
the Russian parishioners of Beirut 
at the hotel Bristol. Each of the 
60 persons received the Patriarchal 
blessings, and an icon, and His 
Holiness was photographed with 
the entire group. 

Very early in the morning on 
13 December Bishop Nicodemus, V. 
Rev. P. Statov, Archimandrite Phila- 
ret, Fr. A. Ostapov, Prof. Uspensky, 
M. A. Dobrynin, N. P. Anfinogenov, 
and P. A. Kozlov left to visit the 
Balamand theological school located 
in a monastery near Tripoli. On 
the way, the group stopped to visit 
the female monastery of St. James 
the Persian. There are thirty-three 
students at the theological school, 
approximately three persons from 

















each metropolitanate. Secular sub- 
jects are taught as well as theo- 
logical. 

At 11:00 A.M. His Holiness, Pa- 
triarch Alexis visited the former 
President of Lebanon, Mr. Beshara 
El Khouri. 


At 1:00 P.M. the Vice Prime 
Minister Mr. Neskhim Mazhdalani 
gave a luncheon at the hotel Bristol 
in honor of His Holiness. Present 
were the Antiochian metropolitans 
and churchmen and many officials 
of the government. That evening 
at the Bristol, the Patriarch gave 
a reception at which were present: 
Metropolitans Elias (of Beirut), 
Alexander (of Emessa), Elias (of 
Mount Lebanon), Niphont (of Helio- 
polis), Paul (of Tyre-Sidon), Bishop 
Basil (Samaha), Archimandrite Ga- 
briel Salibi, Mr. N. Mazhdalani, the 
Ministers, Governor, members of 
the Diplomatic Corps, heads of re- 
ligious communities, heads and 
members of Orthodox institutions 
and societies of Beirut, and other 
officials. Patriarch Alexis said in 
part: “These expressions of love 
which you extended to us, sons of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, I 
ascribe to our country and to our 
people and see in this the pledge 
of continued strengthening of ties 
between our Churches. It is speci- 
fically they, our Orthodox Church- 
es, which stand above political no- 
tions and passions, that are called 
by our Saviour Himself to partici- 
pate in the great peacemaking ef- 
forts to the glory of His All-Holy 
Name and for the happiness of all 
mankind, which thirsts for a bless- 
ed peace upon earth. Our love for 
the ancient Antiochian Church 
and your fine country is immut- 
able, for we are bound to you by 
knots of spiritual affinity...” 

On 14 December Bp. Nicodemus 
and Fr. Philaret, accompanied by 
Metropolitans Elias (Karam) and 
Alexander travelled by auto to the 


hills of Lebanon. At Al-Khazimii 
the church SS. Peter and Paul 
was visited which was newly con- 
structed by the zealous parishion- 
ers. The bell was pointed out for 
it was a gift of Patriarch Alexis to 
the church and the memorial tablet 
on the wall indicated this. Metro- 
politan Elias said this will always 
remind the faithful of the ages- 
long tradition of friendship between 
both peoples and Churches. At 
Bkhamdun, the homeland of Met- 
ropolitan Elias, a resort settlement, 
a newly built church of the Trans- 
figuration of our Lord was visited. 
The iconostasis is made of fine 
marble and remarkable workman- 
ship. It is interesting to note that 
nearly all the depicted Saints are 
Russian Saints showing the Leba- 
nese love of the Russian Church. 


At the settlements of Mensouri 
and Wadi-Shakhrout the delegation 
witnessed the building of new 
churches: in the former, construc- 
tion was merely starting, while at 
the latter, the walls and collonade 
were already up and this church 
will be dedicated to the Feast of 
the Icon of the Theotokos of Kazan. 
Quickly the townspeople gathered 
to extend a welcome to the guests 
even though they were not fore- 
warned of the visit. 


At 11:00 the former President 
Beshara El Khouri returned a visit 
to Patriarch Alexis at the Hotel 
Bristol. At 1:00 P.M. Metropolitan 
Elias (Karam) of Mount Lebanon 
gave a luncheon at his residence in 
honor of the Most Holy Patriarch 
Alexis at which many dignitaries 
were present. At this luncheon, the 
Metropolitan presented to all pres- 
ent medals specially minted to com- 
memorate the visit of His Holiness. 
Later, His Holiness stopped at the 
residence of Bishop Basil (Samaha), 
the Representative of the Antio- 
chian ‘Church to the Moscow Pa- 
triarchate. At 5:00 “P.M. the Pa- 
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triarch and the Russian delegation 
called upon the Prime Minister of 
Lebanon, Mr. Saib Saliam. At 6:00 
P. M., in the quarters of the Metro- 
politan of Beirut, His Holiness re- 
ceived the former President of Le- 
banon Mr. Camile Shamouna and 
spend a short time in conversation 
with him. Afterwards the Metropo- 
litan of Beirut Elias (Salibi) held 
a reception in honor of His Holi- 
ness. Attending the reception were 
the Prime Minister Saliam, Vice 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Justice Mazhdalani, the Minister of 
Information, head of the protocol 
division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, other ministers, members 
of the Diplomatic Corp, members of 
parliament, members of the muni- 
cipal government, Metropolitans 
Alexander, Niphont, Elias (Karam), 
Paul, heads and representatives of 
religious communities, and other of- 
ficials. The Order of St. Vladimir 
was conferred by the Patriarch 
upon the Prime Minister, Mr. Sa- 
liam, upon Mr. Mazhdalani, upon 
the Minister of Information and 
Protocol Head of the Foreign Minis- 
try. His Holiness Patriarch Alexis 
was conferred a high decoration 
of the Lebanon Republic by the 
Prime Minister. 


Following the reception, Bishop 
Nicodemus and others of the Rus- 
sian delegation met with the Ortho- 
dox youth of Lebanon. The secre- 
tary of the Union of Orthodox 
Youth, Archimandrite Ignatius Kho- 
zim answered questions on the 
program of the Union and its acti- 
vities. The impressions received by 
the Russian delegation were most 
gratifying. 

On 15 December at 9:00 A:M., 
the Metropolitans of the Antiochian 
Church escorted the Most Holy 
Patriarch Alexis and his party to 
the airport for departure to the 
next stop of the Eastern pilgrim- 
age. Patriarch Theodosios sent 
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Bishops Sergius and Alexander and 


Archimandrite George from Da- 
mascus in order that they send off 
the guests. Seeing the Russian de- 
legation off at the airport were 
the many churchmen and govern- 
ment officials and, as in greeting 
the Russian Patriarch, so in the 
send-off, full honors usually ac- 
corded a visiting chief of state 
were observed. The friendly ap- 
plause of the gathered people ex- 
pressed its warm feelings towards 
the Russian Orthodox Church and 
the Russian people. At 10:00 A.M. 
according to Beirut time, the air- 
plane “Il-18” departed for Jeru- 
salem. 
(to be continued) 


ORTHODOXY IN AMERICA 
WESTERN RITE ORTHODOX 

An announcement issued by Met- 
ropolitan Antony (Bashir) on 15 
August 1961 indicates that the three 
Western Rite parishes and their 
clergy received into the Antiochian 
Archdiocese in Holy Week, 1961 un- 
derwent an eight-year period of 
“probation” before reception. One 
of the new clergy, the Rt. Rev. 
Alexander Turner, has been placed 
in charge of the parishes as Vicar 
General. To help the newly-united 
parishes in adjusting their rite to 
the requirements of Orthodoxy, 
Metropolitan Antony appointed a 
committee composed of the follow- 


ing: The Rev. John Meyendorff, 
the Very Rev. Alexander Schme- 
mann, and the Rev. Paul Wm. 


Schneirla, all of St. Vladimir’s Se- 
minary faculty, and the Very Rev. 
Stephen H. R. Upson. 


+ ARCHIMANDRITE ANTONY 
WOOLF 

On 10 July 1961 Archimandrite 
Antony Hiram G. Woolf of the Sy- 
rian Antiochian Archdiocese died 
suddenly in Cairo, Egypt of what 
the American State Department re- 











ported as a heart attack. Fr. Woolf 
was apparently returning to Ame- 
rica from Sydney, Australia where 
he had been sent to serve a church 
for the last four years. A graduate of 
Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y. 
and Auburn University, he received 
his theological training at the Uni- 
versity of the South, Sewanee, 
Tenn. (B.D.) and at Webster Uni- 
versity, Atlanta, Ga. (DD.). Or- 
dained a Protestant Episcopal min- 
ister he served as a curate of St. 
John’s church, Ithaca, N. Y., as 
P.E. Chaplain at Cornell University, 
as rector of St. Thomas’ church 
in Providence, R. I. After service in 
Germany he served as Chaplain of 
St. Paul’s P.E. church in Rome 
where he was imprisoned in 1941 
by the Italians on espionage charges. 
Being later pardoned by the King 
he returned to the U.S. In 1945 he 
was received into Orthodoxy and 
ordained to the Sacred Priesthood 
by Metropolitan Antony (Bashir). 
He served Syrian parishes in Niaga- 
ra Falls, Wichita, Kan., Toledo, Los 
Angeles, and Detroit, before being 
sent to Sydney, Australia. His re- 
mains were interred in Elmira, 
N.Y. 


MICROFILMING OF ALASKAN 
RECORDS 


The president of the US. has 
signed a law giving the Library of 
Congress the authority to index 
and microfilm the records of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Alaska. 
The legislation had been introduced 
by Senator E. L. Barlett of Alaska 
in order for old residents of the 
new state to have ready access to 
Baptismal records which often are 
the sole proof of birth available. 
Since the Orthodox Church has 
been in Alaska since its early Rus- 
sian colonization, it often, in the 
more remote areas, was the only 
institution that kept records and 
vital statistics. During the second 
World War the parochial records 


were removed to New York for safe- 
keeping and thus it became diffi- 
cult to Alaskans to consult them. 


The Library of Congress will 
transliterate the records into the 
Latin alphabet from the Cyrillic, 
will index and microfilm them. It 
is estimated that the project will 
cost $15,000. Those desiring a tran- 
script of any record, such as of 
births, deaths, marriages, will be 
charged a modest sum to be deter- 
mined by the Library of Congress. 


CHANGE OF NAME 


The Arab Orthodox Metropolitans 
of South America, Meletius (Swaity) 
of Argentine and Ignatius (Forzley) 
of Brazil, decided after long deli- 
berations to change the official 
names of their Churches in South 
America. Formerly called “The 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Pa- 
triarchate of Antioch,” the new 
title is “The One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Orthodox Church of 
the Patriarchate of Antioch in 
Argentina or Brazil.” 


GALVESTON, TEXAS 


In 1960 the church of SS. Con- 
stantine and Helen in Galveston, 
Texas, marked the 65th anniver- 
sary of its founding. The parish 
was established in 1895 by Serbian 
and Greek immigrants. The Serbs 
consider it the oldest Serbian 
church in America along with the 
Serbian church in Jackson, Calif. 
The first priest was appointed to 
the parish in 1895 by Bishop Nicho- 
las of the Russian Orthodox Church 
since all of the Orthodox in Ame- 
rica were under the jurisdiction of 
the Russian Church. In 1896 Bish- 
op Nicholas consecrated the Gal- 
veston church. 


The Galveston hurricane of 1905 
partially destroyed the church and 
many parishioners lost their lives. 
The church was rebuilt only to be 
almost destroyed again in 1915 by 
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another storm. Under the leader- 
ship of Fr. Theoclitos Triantafilides, 
the parish speedily rebuilt its edi- 
fice. Fr. Theoclitos, a Greek by na- 
tionality, died in 1916 at the age 
of 83 and was buried beneath the 
sanctuary of the Church. The build- 
ing is built up off the ground. 


In 1933, the members of the par- 
ish of Greek extraction left the 
parish and built their own church 
leaving the original church to the 
Slavs. In 1950 the original church 
was completely renovated. In 1959 
air conditioning was installed while 
in 1960 electronic carrillonic bells 
were installed. 


Following the death of Fr. Theo- 
clitos, the following priests served as 
pastors: Michael Andriates, Gregory 
Palmarchuk, Paul Markovich, Geo. 
Miloslavlevich, John Tkach, Nicho- 
las Kovalchukoff, and, since 1935, 
Fr. Alexis Revera. The parish is 
under the jurisdiction of Metropo- 
litan Leontius (Turkevich). 


ST. TIKHON’S MONASTERY 


On 25 August 1961 St. Tikhon’s 
Monastery in South Canaan, Pa. 
(under the jurisdiction of Metropo- 
litan Leontius Turkevich) celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the canon- 
ization of St. Tikhon of Zadonsk. 
A pontifical Liturgy was celebrated 
by Archbishop Irenaeus (Bakish) 
who’ con-celebrated with local 
clergy. Commemorated during the 
service were the founder of the 
monastery, the Most Holy Tikhon, 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus, 
the builder of the monastery, Arch- 
bishop Arsenius and other deceased 
hierarchs of the Metropolitanate. 
To mark the anniversary of St. 
Tikhon’s canonization a new build- 
ing was erected in the Monastery 
for the Seminary which is housed 
there. It is expected that the inte- 
rior work will be completed on the 
new building in November. 
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NEW DEAN FOR GREEK SCHOOL 


Archbishop Yakovos (James Cou- 
couzes) of the Greek Archdiocese 
appointed Archimandrite Nicode- 
mus (Vallindras) of Athens as new 
dean of the Holy Cross Theological 
School in Brookline, Mass. Fr. Nico- 
demus succeeds Archimandrite John 
Papadopoulos who resigned for re- 
asons of health and in order to 
write. 

The new dean was born in At- 
hens in 1915 and received his de- 
gree in 1936 from the University 
of Athens. Ordained a deacon in 
1939, he served as Archdeacon for 
Archbishop Chrysanthus of Athens 
and as secretary of the Metropoli- 
tical Council of Athens. In 1944 he 
was raised to the priesthood and 
served as pastor of the following 
churches in Athens: Three Hierarchs 
in Petrolona, the Prophet Elias in 
Pangrati, and St. George in Karit- 
sic. He was Hierokyrex of the 
Cathedral in Iannina and served 
as a chaplain during the war of 
resistance for which he was award- 
ed a medal by the Army. He was 
hegumen of the Monastery of Pet- 
rakis (Athens) for four years. He 
is the author of many religious 
articles and books and a series of 
homiletic helps. 

Fr. Nicodemus arrived in New 
York City from Athens 15 July 1961 
and the next day arrived at the 
school where he assumed his post. 
On 1 September the Greek Theo- 
logical school will begin its 25th 
year of training Greek-speaking Or- 
thodox priests. 


CONSECRATION OF NEW CHURCH 

The Leontyite Metropolitanate 
Irenaeus, Archbishop of Boston and 
New England on 13 August 1961 
consecrated the new church of SS. 
Peter and Paul in Endicot, N. Y. 
The new edifice cost 200,000 dol- 
lars. The Pastor is Archpriest An- 
drew Skripnik-Kukharsky. 

















“TEACUP DOME” GREEK 
CHURCH 


Archbishop Yakovos (James Cou- 


couzes), head of the Greek Arch- 
diocese on 2 July consecrated the 
newly-built church of the Annun- 
ciation in the Wauwatosa section of 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 


The new edifice was designed by 
the famous architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright (now deceased). This was 
the only Orthodox church to be 
designed by Wright although his 
wife was Orthodox. Built on a 20- 
acre plot the church seats 800, with 
accomodations for 700 in the ban- 
quet wing. There is a school capa- 
city for 300 children. Having stu- 
died Byzantine architecture, Wright 
decided that “it is never necessary 
to cling slavishly to tradition.” 
The ground plan of the edifice is 
an equilateral Greek cross—three 
arms containing seats, and the 
Altar in the fourth. Over this he 
superimposed a circle forming the 
outside wall; while surmounting 
the wall he hung a 106 ft. diameter 
dome. Just beneath the dome will 
be placed stained-glass windows to 
cut down the sunlight. Sunlight 
reaches into the lower area of the 
church because of sunken gardens. 
The concrete construction is paint- 
ed egg-yellow, making it difficult to 
tell where the “sun begins and 
building ends.” The outside of the 
dome is royal blue while the inte- 
rior is gold. The steel and con- 
crete building is ringed with a 
wide balcony in order, Wright said, 


to bring more worshippers closer to 
the Altar. Thechurch cost $1,250,000 
(of which Wright’s fee was $137,000). 

Considerable observers have cri- 
ticised the structure saying it looks 
like a stadium, an oyster, or a fly- 
ing saucer. The Greek Church 
authorities thought it ought to 
have followed the Byzantine archi- 
tecture more closely. The pastor of 
the church is Fr. Emmanuel N. 
Vergis. 


IN OUR EXARCHATE 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 

The SS. Peter and Paul’s parish 
of Elizabeth in September, 1961 ac- 
quire’ a stately colonial dwelling 
in a -.esirable residential section of 
Elizabeth. The house, a 14-room 
Frenci-roofed dwelling at 161 
Stiles Street, is believed to be from 
60 to 70 years old. Included in the 
parcel is a landscaped plot mea- 
suring 100 by 245 feet planted with 
flowers and shrubs. The building 
committee of the parish plans 
eventually to raze the building and 
build in its stead a new Orthodox 
church. Interim plans call for use 
of the dwelling either as a home 
for the pastor or as an educationa 
facility. The present pastor of SS. 
Peter and Paul’s church is the Rt. 
Rev. Mitrophoric Archpriest Joseph 
O. Dzvonchik. 


50th ANNIVERSARY OF 
FR. DZVONCHIK 

The 50th anniversary of the or- 
dination of the Rt. Rev. Mitrophoric 
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Archpriest Joseph O. Dzvonchik to 
the sacred priesthood was observed 
by the SS. Peter and Paul’s church 
in Elizabeth, N. J. on 15 October 
1961. In the short time that Fr. 
Joseph has been pastor of the 
Elizabeth church he has won the 
hearts of the entire parish and it 
is the parishioners who made all 
the necessary arrangements for the 
celebration. The Most Rev. Bishop 
Dositheus celebrated the Divine 
Liturgy in the morning, assisted by 
many other priests of the Exar- 
chate. A _ testimonial dinner was 
held in Fr. Dzvonchik’s honor fol- 
lowing the Liturgy. Many distin- 
guished guests were present at the 
celebrations. 


ABP. PANTELEIMON VISITS USSR 


The Most Rev. Panteleimon (Ru- 
dyk), Archbishop of Edmonton and 
Canada left New York on 6 Sep- 
tember to visit the shrines and holy 
places of Russia at the invitation 
of the Most Holy Patriarch Alexis. 
It also was the Archbishop’s purpose 
to become acquainted with Church 
life generally in the Soviet Union 
and see the Church operate at first 
hand. 


EXARCHAL PRIEST AT RHODES 


The Rev. Fr. Hieromonk Sera- 
phim (Surrency), a priest of our 
Exarchate who has been studying 
in Paris for the past year, was an 
official observer at the recent pan- 
Orthodox Conference in Rhodes. 
He received the personal invitation 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch Athe- 
nagoras. 


ARRIVAL OF PATRIARCH 


His Beatitude, Benedict, Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, arrived in America 
at the invitation of Archbishop 
Yakovos (James Coucouzes) of the 
Greek Archdiocese. On Friday, 15 
September 1961, His Beatitude was 
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met by most of the high dignitaries 
of the Orthodox Church in Ame- 
rica, many clergymen, and laymen. 
Joining Archbishop Yakovos, the 
Patriarch’s host, was the Most Rev. 
Dositheus, Bishop of New York and 
Acting Exarch, accompanied by 
Archpriest George Burdikoff from 
the Exarchate. Also present were 
Bishop Orestes (Chornock), Bishop 
Bohdan (Shpylka) with his Chan- 
cellor, many clergy of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese in America, 
as well as representatives of the 
Leontyite and Karlovitz orienta- 
tions. 


The plane bearing the Jerusale- 
mite Patriarch landed at 7:40 P.M. 
at the International Airport in 
NYC. The American Press, Radio 
and T.V. news commentators were 
well-represented and awaited pa- 
tiently for the long-delayed arrival 
of the plane (scheduled originally 
to arive at 3:30 P.M.) As His Beati- 
tude entered the lobby of the air- 
drome, he passed down between 
two rows of the ecclesiastical greet- 
ers, first the Bishops, then the 
clergy and laity. He was led by 
Archbishop Yakovos, who present- 
ed each of the clergy individually 
to the Patriarch who returned the 
words of welcome extended him 
with thanks and accorded each his 
apostolic blessing. 


RECEPTION FOR PATRIARCH 


The Most Rev. Dositheus, Bishop 
of New York and Acting Exarch, 
attended a reception held to wel- 
come His Beatitude Benedict, Pa- 
triarch of Jerusalem. Bishop Do- 
sitheus attended at the invitation 
of the Greek Archdiocese. The re- 
ception was held on Saturday af- 
ternoon, 16 September, the day af- 
ter the arrival of the Patriarch in 
NYC. Also present at the reception 
was the Most Rev. Epiphanios, Bish- 
op of Arcadia (Patriarchate of An- 





tioch), with his residence in Alba, 
Lekanon, Bishop Epiphanios has 
been in this country for some 
months in connection with the 
Diocese of Toledo, Ohio. 


NEW PARISHES AND PRIESTS 


Pursuant to a resolution of the 
Most Rev. Bishop Dositheus, the 
Acting Exarch, in response to their 
earnest petitions, six clergymen 
and their parishes were received 
into the Exarchate in America from 
the Leontyite dissident Metropoli- 
tanate. These clergymen, headed by 
the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Petros 
Demetrios Astyfides, are Greeks 
who follow the Old (Julian) Kalen- 


in 1924 refused to follow the revised 
kalendar adopted by the Church of 
Greece at that time. They have 
been much tormented and even 
persecuted by the Government, 
and even by ecclesiastics of the 
State Church of Greece, who have 
tried to force them into confor- 
mity. The present group, which has 
never been connected with the 
State Church of Greece or the Pa- 
triarchate at the Phanar canonical- 
ly, has been in the Leontyite Met- 
ropolitanate for about six years. 
They came to a realization that 
the Metropolitanate lacked any 
canonical foundation and have 
sought such canonical basis in the 
Exarchate of the Moscow Patriar- 





dar and trace their origin to the 


chate. The group was received into 
group of Orthodox in Greece which 


the Exarchate on 4 August 1961. 


” 
BOOK REVIEW ...... 


Rebellious Prophet: A Life of Nicolai Berdyaev. By Donald A. Lowrie. Har- 
per, 1960, $6.00. 


Certainly Donald Lowrie was a suitable person to write the bio- 
graphy of the religious philosopher Berdyaev for he was associated with 
the thinker for a quarter of a century in Paris and knows, or knew, 
closely most of the other Russian intellectuals associated with Berdyaev. 
He was able to glean much information from the philosopher’s sister-in- 
law Eugenie Rapp who was well-acquainted with his papers. With such 
contacts Lowrie’s biography of Berdyaev will be considered definitive for 
a long while. Berdyaev’s own autobiography Dream and Reality (in Eng- 
lish) (but called Self-Knowledge in the original), actually gives few per- 
sonal details and is more concerned with his spiritual and intellectual 
growth and development. 


In the present work, Berdyaev’s life as a modern-day Israelite 
prophet is drawn sharply and finely. Even in his youth Berdyaev felt 
he was “not born of his parents, but came of some other world.” He 
revolted against “the prose of life, from the empiric actuality” and sought 
refuge in a world of imagination of his own making. Throughout his life 
the philosopher was plagued with an embarrassing tic. He suffered exile, 
in north Russia, and after 1922 in Western Europe. He was troubled by 
the dark signs of the times. He bore disrupted friendships and endured 
the hardship of adjustment to normalcy in his way of life. Berdyaev 
was, therefore, the very image of “the suffering Russian” bearing “the 
illness of the world within him.” 


As Lowrie’s story unwinds the image of the man apart appears 
clearly in the mass of detail. Given careful scrutiny was Berdyaev’s 
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early years, his family life, his lonely years as a schoolboy, his university 
years of tumult in the period immediately before the Revolution, and his 
intense activity intellectually in Russia’s cultural awakening in the first 
two decades of this century. His spiritual and intellectual travel from 
Kantianism, through Marxism, Nietzscheanism, German idealism, and 
arriving finally to Christianity (with the help of some mystics like 
Dostoevsky) is clearly traced. A rather typical incident from his life is 
given: as the morning sun came to scatter the night through which one 
of his frequent discussion groups had philosophized, and the various par- 
ticipants were beginning to leave, Berdyaev cried out: “But we can’t leave 
yet; we haven’t settled the problem of God.” 


Berdyaev’s thought is so many-faceted and complicated that it 
is hard for one to find the central theme of his writings. Lowrie sug- 
gests that it should be sought in the philosopher’s awareness of the 
reality of another world and of the illusory nature of the present world. 
But Berdyaev was full of paradoxes and his thinking hinged on a radical 
dialectic of time and eternity. He was, of course, a special kind of 
Christian and claimed the right of free quest for the truth. But still 
it is as a Christian thinker that Berdyaev must be evaluated and the 
present book, though it has not the final analysis of his main theses, 
does provide us with a clearer interpretation of his ideas than heretofor 


available. 
B. G. M. 





Index to “One Church” Volume XV, 1961 
(Material printed in English) 


Official Section 

PAGE 
Appointments, Ordinations, Transfers ................... . a 
Christmas Greetings - Bishop Dositheus ~........000.....0.00.0.000c.ccceteeeeeeee oki ceca: 
Death of Metropolitan Benjamin (Fedchenkov) —_ cecon Seaie waco hee Serine ckae ma. 
Expulsion of Archimandrite Boris Burden .....0..00.0...0..0...cccccccccceccccecseseceeceneeeees 3 
Reunion of clergy from schism ......... cea. 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary Alumni Telegram to ‘Bp. “Dositheus ssnaiesueeaiecar ae 

Articles 

(The) Adventists, P. A. Matsanoff .................. SBonciiietn Release 
Assemblies of God and Other Pentecostal Churches, L. R. = sue I 
(The) Baptism of the Lord, Archpriest A. Narushevich . : . 17 
(A) Brief History of Western Orthodoxy in Modern Times, Rev. David 

Sir NE a co 226, 295, 354 
Writings of East. Orth. Church Fathers concer. Spirit. Life, Ss. Koulom- 

SRR AER erie ees, Eee ey lei tis ai 43, 101, 176, 216 
Eastern Pilgrimage (Pskovo-Pechersky Mon.) S. Bolshakoff ..... 27, 90, 162 
Fifty Years of Service for Am. Orthodoxy, D.F.A. .. oat 
Modern Orth. Cath. Views on Confession of cnste Lucaris, Geo. P. 

SRR AER EES SO i lg CR ee EN 82 


On Orthodoxy: The Seamless Robe, Thoughts o on . Reunion, Seven Ecum. 
Councils, Orthodox Monasticism, Archiman. Dennis Chambault 18 

Orthodoxy and the Modern World, B. Popov-Ivanov ....................... 24 

Religion in the Soviet Union, V. Rev. Ph. Donahue ..... aati RS 5 lee 74 


382 








(A) Seventh Day Adventist - Orth. Discussion, P. A. Matsanoff 

Thirty-three Days in Russia, Rt. Rev. Feodor S. Kovalchuk .... 12, 306, 
(A) Visit to the Catechetical Conference, Rt. Rev. Joseph Dzvonchik .... 
Wheat Among Tares - Impress. of Russ. Ch. Today, Mark Tweedy, CR. 
Te OG TR INT. Bt TR ics i etic 


Book Reviews and New Books 
Rebellious Prophet: A Life of Nicolai Berdyaev by D. A. Lowrie, B.G.M. 


RIRADY.. . ccscihsdesicndcaraicsins siblaeedibettade hea nieces caeansievinie cecedaedstie te ucian <r i cana tae en 
Council of Florence by J. Gill, St. Ignatius and Christianity in Antioch 
A, eer eee ene ee ener eer ne 
St. John Climachus - transl. by L. Moore, St. John Chrysostom by D. 
Attwater 


A Commentary on the Divine Liturgy by N. Cabasilas, The Way of the 


Ascetics by T. Colliander, Christ in Russia by H. Iswolsky . 
Church Life 
Alexandrian Patriarchate Peete On piesa iisshdcbecditad aids ae 
ide ts, Cintas a LE EE SOC el Pt SE eS 
Antiochian Patriarchate § ..........00000000000..... ; Se 
Bulgaria ; ; mn ie eee ee 


Constantinople (Pat. Alexis visit) 

(New Saints) : an Saale § 
Czechoslovakia Se . ; eens ee 
Eight Catechetical Conference ere Raa TD Saw Ere 
Episcopal Visitations suds recent eeccesapets _ iadsdncacaseat ae 
Finland . .. aeh 
France aecctaieel acticin : scteaducpicaptenede 
Germany nlaickaplatagestin Tae Peetnetelmareeeeeeann 
Greek Church aes ee ee sree - 
Jerusalem 3s , ee adie a ae 284, 
Moscow Patriarchate. ccc h ie SMa SSI Delica ice sides taxcakantetedds eatin . 242, 
New Priests (Frs. Tarenko-Kobashar) ............ ~ eee 
Orthodox Church School Comferemce ...n.................c.eccecccccnccecccccecceoceccecceccoeseee 
Orthodoxy in the U.S.A. Pe DALES ey © EONS Aa ac esthasentebsis bs tise Base ncaa 291, 
COU TECTIOG oansnnacnessecncccssscsccessss: onstrate sicncogdees, ciipittiencatasacte tas an 
Pan Orthodox Conference- Rhodes Espns steele oer ete Pee . en 
Poland . cde ee Pe ee ed . 250, 
I, ices a a ak ed . OOF SA Oy AE RT 
Russian Church and Vatican Council Pt ene See 
TUE’. SaiepsiSlaheRie edamesacordca ra can Weise A ae leeward 
West European Exarchate LS Oe ae issih de matte edcehatioce tee ee 


Documentation 
Should a Christian be a Freemason? W. Hannah ........0 oo. 


Necrologies 
Archimandrite Christopher Oleinikoff ..........0.0.0........ PRE eT eae NL Ge 
| Rs ee eee n ee Isem ; 
Protopresbyter Nicholas Kolchitsky _ .............. 


Ilustrations 
TE I met tae ee ee eee aaa eee eee ct eR 
RI I ND octet ei ee et eh al IE rears aa are 
Visit of Theotokos ........ TE A MYR RT et Sntdegicdsede 
| Fae ce ee eee ele en eee eee er ND eT eae 
Metropolitan Boris in Odessa Cathedral .................... 


383 


55 
333 
330 
133 
204 


10 
243 


19 
21 
75 








Vespers Holy Theophany Cathedral MOSCOW  ...0........2........cc:ccscsececesceeeeeeeteeeees 17 


Bites; Pema GRE FWGOT FR. TOGA qx... cas .nsnsccniciccccescsccscccicsescececcencatsseesvesene 78 
| a cn ee nT Te ore te 79 
Fr. Ph. Donahue and Leningrad priests ...................... Litt deed eaclasvaedaabiaseas 80 
Wail mural St. Nicholas Cathedral NYC ...........2.........cc:cccc.csccsecescstcccscssccsnssnecies 81 
PRE NN Ae RI paces ten ssncscennoncenescccteasncsenntnssataasisnniiess ete te « teh eateaes 96-97 
Wall mural-Ascension _.................. PR te RNS RT TO ee 130 
Patriarch Theodosios VI in Russia ~ See ae CRE me el etre Am nS © 194, 197 
I I chs wbilsniecaikcegt apap Uthnnio Cnnipice teliomniiantietadarnGostonoed 203 
Old Catholic Bishop in Kiev ees Pn keen ae SPE A ee eerie 229 
Group of West Europe Exarchate clerg — ae, 
i RR AO ne 2 wick csc en dscnbcnsbuccts tubcoranoreelnpomecseccuriasussceatcer > IA 
ee enn: 
Pope John and new Uniate bishop ..............00..000...e...... OE Re ee te 291 
Metropolitan Antony Bashir .........000000..2.......... PS Ae a oO Baie 
Priest A. Kobashar SAN v4 ER TAN AT CED MI NTR 
1961 Catechetical Conference HOLE REY CE icine seen ta cane 
DSCTOORIORTA THOTIS 11 PORTOV CRAP) nn... c.c..c.ciccsscccesecscccscsssecsensessssnsesrecssesoes 307 
St. Elias Catholicon, Odessa .......... hs Ba ds Ue oe Se a Bee 308 
U.S.A. - Canadian Group with Metropolitan Boris PONTE Sew Bade Revers ese 309 
eI nn cic sncacnc sean sbsaeduncueccinéessbsatounsepesicnansuencenees 310 
Tg es Me | eae ea ere 312 
TO I, I ncn acca ons cscs cc ccsceescctvcenncee unensicescocniacssnenasbensiveseess 313 
Bishop Antony of San Francisco monument Odessa, shrine ...................... 315 
PAPCRMTOORS DORRIT OC. TORGGTROTIEE <q.c. na iisninsnnscccccnccccisccecnccceccsgessscccsscccsercossevssscessessene 324 
Seminary - Academy, Zagorsk Seales eeacleiex sei cvinesc sucess racsecs oe eee 334 
St. Sergius Relics in Zagozsk ............ me TCR ra emi ee een fe Tad. 336 
UR Ry OUMCINUIED, TURIN nn ssn sccic sense cnecssscnsccccescnceccsosscecseresesocs 345 
ena ea a 347 
Country Church, Moscow Province ...............0.000000...... Se ee fn 349 
Sochi Church tere e aati Rae cer acne ERO Cin 350 
Rostov-on-Don Cathedral Ban a eh Ok EEO TE ee ARE gs BOE elds 351 
Kolomna churches FA aan Belt TRA A echo Nae CMR Pert 352 
Demetrius Church in Vladimir FM Re Renee eh A Ed ea PE AME ree ps Mc 353 
@ 
ConepoKanHne Ha 1961-H ron 
(Ha PpyCCKOM s3bIKe) 

Crp. 
Asexcus, Ilarpnapxa Mockosckoro u Bees Pycn, Macxaabuoe Iocaanne ........................ 65 
Bopuca, Mur. Aaeyrcxoro u Ces.-amep., Hacxaabnoe Mocaanne ........................ pcaccsacinde 67 
Jlocugdes, Enuckona Hpw fopreroro, Poagecr. Ipuperersne .............0.20.00cccceceeeeeee. 321 
Hasnayenua, Yeoanenua, Boccoequnenua, Pykonosomenma .............................. 2, 3, 129, 323 

CtTaTbu 
Coequnenne Apman. w Kon. Ilepxpei GOyner obcymzaTbem —.... elec eee 70 
Equnasa Cs. Ipas. Kad. Mepkosp, mpor. C. Uamepenmit 2... cece cee ecceceeeseeceeeeeeeeee 196 
Ceataa Iaraxecatnuna (Ilepx. Iponopeas), npor. C. Aameperwit .............0..0000000000000000- 72 
LlepKOBHas KH3Hb 

Hlocemenwe mpwxoxos Baagqniwo Jlocueem ................. cece ccccecccccccceccececcececcessccececeescees 4 
Tloesaka [larpnapxa Aaekcua B crpanhl Bana. Bocroka. .......................:ccccecccceceeceeeeeeeeeeeeee 68 
bparckue serpeun [larpuapxa Aazekcua c¢ Bocrou. XpmcTWanaMH ................ eee 193 
OcBamenuve HOBoro NpecToaa B Top. OumANeAPAM .......... eee ce ccccecceeeeeeeessessceesceeseesceeeees 201 
Orkptiroe nucbMo - “O Henpapyze Rapaopankoro Packota” ..............0.......:ccccceceeeeeeeeeee 257 


Sanaquo-Esponeiickui In3zapxat, npot. C. Jamescruit 


384 








4 
9 
































CHORAL WORKS FOR MIXED VOICES 


LITURGICAL MUSIC 


by Bishop Dositheus for 


EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
l. Liturgy in C Major 


2. Liturgy in G Major __._.__._._ $2.10 each 
3. Liturgy in F Major $2.10 each 

Note: Each Liturgy is complete with all Anthems and Ektenias 
for the Divine Liturgy. Also, each Liturgy contains an 
additional Cherubimic Hymn and “A Mercy of Peace.” 

Five copies of each Liturgy $ 9.50 

Nine copies of each Liturgy __________. $16.50 

(Including postage) 

4. Collections of Anthems and Selected Litur- 
gical Hymns, including Slavonic Texts, for 
S.A.B. or S.A.T.B. in 4 volumes (1 IL, IIL IV) 
$1.10 per vol. 

Five copies of each volume 

Nine copies of each volume __..__._____. $8.00 

(Including postage) 





——_— —- —~—- o-e> 


ATTENTION Ab PARISHES 


COLORED PHOTO-CARDS tcard size) of 
historic, recently renovated St. olas Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral in New York — 

NOW AVAILABLE 


$1.20 
$5.50 








(Including postage) 
Individual cards 10 cents each 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
Rare - Out of print-in English 
A Manual of The Orthodox Church's Divine Services 
Archpriest D. Sokoloff 85 
Octoechos (8 tones) famous Orloff English version _.__ 


Horlogion (Chasoslov) 
Thanksgiving (Day) Service 


(Including postage) 
ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL 
15 East 97th Street New York 29, N. Y. 















































